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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION & BROADCASTING

No. 51/2/78-Dev/231

DACCA
Dated 18-7-1978

RESOLUTION

In connection with the Writing and Printing of the History of Bangladesh War of

Liberation the Government have been pleased to constitute and Authentication
Committee for the Project “Writing and Printing of a History of Bangladesh War of
Liberation” with the following members.

o kW

Dr. Mafizullah Kabir
Professor Salahuddin Ahmed

Dr. Safar Ali Akanda

Dr. Enamul Huq

Dr. K. M. Mohsin

Dr. Shamsul Huda Harun

Dr. Ahmed Sharif

Dr. Anisuzzaman

Mr. Hasan Hafizur Rahman

Pro-Vice Chancellor, Dacca University

Chairman, Department of History, Jahangirnagar
University

Director, Institute of Bangladesh Studies. Rajshahi.
Director, Dacca Museum.
Associate Professor, Deptt. of History, Dacca University

Associate Professor, Deptt. of Political Science, Dacca
University

Professor and Chairman, Deptt. of Bengali, Dacca
University

Professor, Deptt. of Bengali, Chittagong University

0.S.D. History of Bangladesh War of Liberation Project

The following shall be the terms of reference of the Committee:

(a) To verity, endorse and authenticate the collected data and documents to be

included in the History of Bangladesh War of Liberation.

(b) To determine validity and price of documents are required for the purpose.

Syed Asgar Ali

Section Officer.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION & BROADCASTING
DACCA
No. 51/2/78-Dev/10493/(25) Dated 13-2-1979

RESOLUTION

In partial modification of Resolution issued under No. 51/2/78-Dev/231, dated
18.7.78 Govt. have been pleased to reconstitute and Authentication Committee for the
Project “Writing and Printing of a History of Bangladesh War of Liberation” with the
following members:

1. Dr. Mafizullah Kabir Chairman
Pro-Vice Chancellor, Dacca University

2. Professor Salahuddin Ahmed Member
Chairman, Department of History, Jahangirnagar University

3. Dr. Anisuzzaman Member
Professor, Deptt. of Bengali, Chittagong University

4  Dr. Safar Ali Akanda Member
Director, Institute of Bangladesh Studies. Rajshahi.

5. Dr. Enamul Huq Member
Director, Dacca Museum.

6. Dr. K. M. Mohsin Member
Associate Professor, Deptt. of History, Dacca University

7. Dr. Shamsul Huda Harun Member
Associate Professor, Deptt. of Political Science, Dacca University

8. Dr. K.M. Karim Member

Director, National Library and Archives, Dacca

9. Mr. Hasan Hafizur Rahman Member-Secratary
0O.S.D. History of Bangladesh War of Liberation Project

2. The following shall be the terms of reference of the Committee:

verify, endorse and authenticate the collected data and documents to be included in
the History of Bangladesh War of Liberation.

To determine validity and price of documents are required for the committee.

M.A. Salam Khan

Section Officer.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION & BROADCASTING
DACCA
No. 51/2/78-Dev/10493/(25) Dated 13-2-1979

RESOLUTION

In partial modification of Resolution issued under No. 51/2/78-Dev/231, dated
18.7.78 Govt. have been pleased to reconstitute and Authentication Committee for the
Project “Writing and Printing of a History of Bangladesh War of Liberation” with the
following members:

1. Dr. Mafizullah Kabir Chairman
Pro-Vice Chancellor, Dacca University

2. Professor Salahuddin Ahmed Member
Chairman, Department of History, Jahangirnagar University

3. Dr. Anisuzzaman Member
Professor, Deptt. of Bengali, Chittagong University

4  Dr. Safar Ali Akanda Member
Director, Institute of Bangladesh Studies. Rajshahi.

5. Dr. Enamul Huq Member
Director, Dacca Museum.

6. Dr. K. M. Mohsin Member
Associate Professor, Deptt. of History, Dacca University

7. Dr. Shamsul Huda Harun Member
Associate Professor, Deptt. of Political Science, Dacca University

8. Dr. K.M. Karim Member

Director, National Library and Archives, Dacca

9. Mr. Hasan Hafizur Rahman Member-Secratary
0O.S.D. History of Bangladesh War of Liberation Project

2. The following shall be the terms of reference of the Committee:

verify, endorse and authenticate the collected data and documents to be included in
the History of Bangladesh War of Liberation.

To determine validity and price of documents are required for the committee.

M.A. Salam Khan

Section Officer.
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

"This may be my last message, from today Bangladesh is independent. I call
upon the people of Bangladesh wherever you might be and with whatever you
have, to resist the army of occupation to the last. Your Tight must go on until the
last soldier of the Pakistan occupation army is expelled from the soil of
Bangladesh and final victory is achieved."

[Message embodying Declaration of Independence sent by Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman to Chittagong shortly after midnight of 25th March, i.e. early hours
of 26th March, 1971 for transmission throughout Bangladesh over the ex-EPR
transmitter. ]
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DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Major Zia, Provisional Commander-in-Chief of the Bangladesh Liberation Army,
hereby proclaims, on behalf of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the independence of
Bangladesh.

I also declare, we have already framed a sovereign, legal Government under
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman which pledges to function as per law and the constitution.

The new democratic Government is committed to a policy of nonalignment in
international relations. It will seek friendship with all nations and strive for
international peace.

I appeal to all Government to mobilize public opinion in their respective
countries against the brutal genocide in Bangladesh.

The Government under Sheikh Mujibur Rahman is sovereign legal Government
of Bangladesh and is entitled to recognition from all democratic nations of the world.

* (TG Ted AR ACH ATHF FIATO! (AN #MTd QORI [T P(AAD (AT P 78
FR T R
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ERERIESIES

From Major Zia
Declaration:

Punjabis have used 3rd Commando Battalion in Chittagong city area to subdue
the valiant freedom fighters of Sadhin Bangla. But they have been thrown back and
many of them have been killed.

The Punjabis have been extensively using F-86 air crafts to kill the civilian
strongholds and vital points. They are killing the civilians, men, women and children
brutally. So far at least......... thousands of Bengali civilians have been killed in
Chittagong area alone.

The Sadhin Bangla Liberation Army is pushing the Punjabis from one place to
the other.

At present Punjabis have utilized at least two Brigades of Army, Navy and Air
Force. It is in fact a combined operation.

I once again request the United Nations and the big powers to intervene and
physically come to our aid. Delay will mean massacre of additional millions."

Signature

Major Ziaur Rahman
31.3.71.

* FIRT A ([@OF (TR AT 2bITad &) Sy 8 IR *feaesfa ofs e for vz ks Siwawasas
e 2001 Srard (3, Y& IS TR AW FOfT QIR woc<! TMH BT 0 NG ferrferem
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THE PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Mujibnagar, Bangladesh
Dated 10th day of April, 1971.

Whereas free elections were held in Bangladesh from 7th December, 1970 to
17th January; 1971, to elect representatives for the purpose of framing a constitution,

AND

Whereas at these elections the people of Bangladesh elected 167 out of 169
representatives belonging to the Awami League,

AND

Whereas General Yahya Khan summoned the elected representatives of the
people to meet on the 3rd March, 1971, for the purpose of framing a Constitution,

AND

Whereas the Assembly so summoned was arbitrarily and illegally postponed for
indefinite period,

AND

Whereas instead of fulfilling their promise and while still conferring with the
representatives, of the people of Bangladesh, Pakistan authorities declared an unjust
and treacherous war.

AND

Whereas in the facts and circumstances of such treacherous conduct
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the undisputed leader of the 75 million people
of Bangladesh, in due fulfillment of the legitimate right of self determination of the
people of Bangladesh, duly made a declaration of independence at Dacca on March
26, 1971, and urged the people of Bangladesh to defend the honor and integrity of
Bangladesh,

AND

Whereas in the conduct of a ruthless and savage war the Pakistani authorities
committed and are still continuously committing numerous acts of genocide and
unprecedented tortures, amongst others on the civilian and unarmed people of
Bangladesh,

AND

Whereas the Government by levying an unjust war and committing genocide and
by other repressive measures made it impossible for the elected representatives of the
people of Bangladesh to meet and frame a Constitution, and give to themselves a
Government,
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AND

Whereas the people of Bangladesh by their heroism, bravery and revolutionary
fervor have established effective control over the territories of Bangladesh,

We, the elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh, as honor bound by
the mandate given to us by the people of Bangladesh, who’s Will is supreme duly
constituted ourselves into a Constituent. Assembly, and

having held mutual consultations, and

in order to ensure for the people of Bangladesh equality, human dignity and
social justice,

declare and constitute Bangladesh to be sovereign Peoples' Republic and thereby
confirm the declaration of independence already made by Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, and

do hereby affirm and resolve that till such time as a Constitution is framed,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman shall be the President of the Republic and that
Syed Nazrul Islam shall be the Vice-President of the Republic, and

that the President shall be the Supreme Commander of all the Armed Forces of
the Republic,

shall exercise all the Executive and Legislative powers of the Republic including
the power to grant pardon,

shall have the power to appoint a Prime Minister and such other Ministers as he
considers necessary,

shall have the power to levy taxes and expend monies,
shall have the power to summon and adjourn the Constituent Assembly, and

do all other things that may be necessary to give to the People of Bangladesh an
orderly and just Government,

We, the elected representatives of the People of Bangladesh do further resolve
that in the event of there being no President or the President being unable to enter
upon his office or being unable to exercise his powers and duties due to any reason
whatsoever, the Vice-President shall have and exercise all the powers, duties and
responsibilities herein conferred on the President.

We further resolve that we undertake to observe and give effect to all duties and
obligations that devolve upon us as a member of the family of nations and under the
Charter of United Nations.

We further resolve that this proclamation of independence shall be deemed to
have come into effect from 26th day of March, 1971.

We further resolve that in order to give effect to this instrument we appoint
Prof. M. Yusuf Ali our duly Constituted Potentiary and to give to the President and
the Vice-President oaths of office.
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LAWS CONTINUANCE ENFORCEMENT ORDER

Mujibnagar,
Dated 10th day of April, 1971.

I, Syed Nazrul Islam, the Vice President and Acting President of Bangladesh, in
exercise of the powers conferred on me by the Proclamation of Independence, dated
tenth day of April, 1971, do hereby order that all laws that were in force in
Bangladesh on 25™ March, 1971, shall subject to the Proclamation aforesaid continue
to be so in force with such consequential changes as may be necessary on account of
the creation of the sovereign independent State of Bangladesh formed by the Will of
the people of Bangladesh and that all government officials-civil, military, judicial and
diplomatic- who take the oath of allegiance to Bangladesh shall continue in their
offices on terms and conditions of service so long enjoyed by them and that all
District Judges and District Magistrates, in the territory of Bangladesh and all
diplomatic representatives elsewhere shall arrange to administer the oath of allegiance
to all government officials within their jurisdiction.

This order shall be deemed to have come into effect from 26th day of March,
1971.

Signed: - SYED NAZRUL ISLAM
Acting President.
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MUJIB IS HEAD OF WAR CABINET FOR BANGLADESH
Press Report on April 13, 1971.

A six-member war cabinet headed by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was formed in
Bangladesh today when the West Pakistanis launched an all-out offensive in
strongholds of his liberation forces.

An important Awami League member announced somewhere in Bangladesh that
the Government, with Nazrul Islam as Vice-President and the Party General
Secretary, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, as Prime Minister, would guide and coordinate the
war of liberation.

Today's announcement formalised Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's proclamation of a
Sovereign Democratic Republic of Bangladesh on March 25 when the martial law
authorities cracked down on East Bengal calling the Sheikh a "traitor".

According to the announcement, Mr. Khondakar Mushtaque Ahmed is Foreign
Secretary in the Government.

Other members of the Government are Capt. Mansoor Ali and Mr. A. H. M.
Kamaruzzaman.

The Government came into being following protracted deliberations at a meeting
of National Assembly members and top Awami League leaders.

Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, a close associate of the Bangabandhu since long, had led
the Awami League team at the advisers-level meeting during the abortive
constitutional talks last month.;

He and Mr. Kamaruzzaman were both General Secretaries of the Awami League.

Mr. Kamaruzzaman was also Secretary of the Awami League party in the
National Assembly.

Mpr. Khondakar Mushtaque Ahmed was believed to be the Awami League's choice
for Speakership of the National Assembly which never met.

Mr. Mansur Ali, of Pabna, was leader of the Awami League party in the
Provincial Assembly.

The formation of the Government was announced in a broadcast from the newly
set up Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra and confirmed by the Press Adviser to President
Rahman.

The radio said formal proclamation of the new Government would take place at 9
a.m. tomorrow.
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The headquarters of the Government would be at Chuadanga in the liberated
area.

The radio said the Council of Ministers would be expanded at a later stage.

The Government of Bangladesh would be based on the principle of collective
responsibility, it added.

The portfolios of Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed's Cabinet colleagues are expected to be
announced tomorrow.



15

JIFANTCNT FIRTo! @ AleTeraids Qo =@
IRISIDIEY Rl wifse
TR oS qreaTieat QTR IR, 251 7ed SO @fgE, dead

ST 2SS AT TR AT
TS IR TP TeiCed 2ife @B friefa w@idt wcarees
5| ol 8 CRI-=Fa & SIS AFEWMA BIed Il FIRANTH FI0Z W T
3| YfeRAleR R =ife e
©| SIS AT FINT (O I QAE (@ 7 FF 741 5w

8| SOl AT GiM-9F GOy Ao (GRS A& 5l S A-CTITHR ofdl !
A1

¢ ATSIF ATT-AYIT A I 1 Aelerd gumoaa e 99 Q@EiEs 9
B @R AW IR AFCH ATACE SR T

Y| TG STl HIFRT FAGIRAT SIS AT FIA v v @ o o

q| TI-AAfET IR TS FAGIT AT AT A QI e @ @G-
BIFT (7% (AT DI T STorT T3 | BIFIT TI- AR {11 WV St - 1R o=t
A FAR T AT OIS GV ST |

v tew v Ifetie e orT St PR afews kg T
T 5|

5| SFE QAP ACHROEH ETIF QIFICHA FACR| ST AFCH AR AFA @R (ST
@S @ CAife corers faeben e @y 294 e




16

AR TR T wferer=ids GOy 7
[RISIGIE @ wifsd
TS 2fS A FAIFIET JIET ATFIE, ABF 7 58 GfHeT, 5595
IReRIEE
T A
TR AT A Toeers fe Ao ATPIET
CTIIPT SR,

MR AfFIE RexfErs AenmeR AR@ 16 (20F 2o @aR ¢ IR CIere
I GF0 T JA-AT& TG JIZ! MG QAR 1S *71 ¢ Fo W I Aefe e
T M0 8 (TG 71O 3T GFAeT AN FIR AL (I (A AT TSI A
A AR 9% @R R QA IE T 55 i 7o ¢F [ sfers vez) affefs
e Sie e e 90 Aferiee® 2ol e Qe AFIE qF (AF A8 Yrod FCH IR
Jferara 1 e e (@e2 5Erz | RgRTaress oo o SRS [Rard 63 Ress v
WS T QLT ATGITS (AR AEA-AANT T WS S8 Siges; et sirer wigs; 2ifef arsma
et AR (ATF SR

I AN-SIFEFT 2f ST @ IR Age e 2@ Fhw AEw
TRARE AR 2 IR SPTRAMS ol I, <14 Y37 T=A| S ©fF A<t
2T TR Ol @ WoEw (g3

BTV e 3TN, ©A-A1g oS w e | T Sreeiwe Sizmw Aqwiaced wifttg
AT FAET I (TR ST WIge AT ©fF To4F T8 | RWIE (ol
T 2R-IE W@ [T 15| F1Rie e TSI var sAfewr w9 91 a0 o e
ST T S, T @, @35, AT, FIREGE |

RS S T[T G STH T TIPS FOGTAT [ =171 St SCAcee|

AT I @ M SSIBAT VI IR SIS AT AT AT (i
A 9T Ty, Coiifoss I8t BIfeTear Fesz| AT SAIY I SHBIEE SR (BT,
AT SAIY SR S -1, SR, A H-AB S Sy -7 -1 1-ofweatia widt
AT, AT TN ST TR ThW 0 T Qe 6Ce GrETR| AT T
GRS 8 @ e, R e T A *fere L I TS GIACR
AT TN T JBE TS S, SR, e 8 [eea s<ere 9foew «F Jwa
8 I} A AIF G G HEFe! (T FATE|

o ferta M AR wid *fere AfAET 2iterz) Swmd 2T NyfFe TReE
SR SRR TR 27N FEAT AL G SRR AR, IRETCACHT ST S50
WA, YSN0ST qp TR, PRI b fiwsal|




17
AFNRCT TR @ Afrereics QoI =i

AT @ MREANT W, Yo, @, ¥ %1 g W, o, e, e
AfereAifere s W& GFA@ ARbY AT IFE O A BA-FES, FI-A,
(fes-3fas, -2 AFaE2 AE ARNT A AYTS! F40@ TE, If&F GANEF 20 @3t
AT A AETH N (ATF *IHF TS FA & ATOIFFR2 AT (0o |

31 &l g/ /g -9 S FHibe Fea AT Qe et T TS
T e AT ¥ @ AL SETRCA 2Af STy FTTed 419 A& STt (@0 T4

3 e e e 4wy ¢ MeraceaT waie it o e =@ @i sifz
GBI S AW SRV AT K AT FIAE (B3 FACO A

©| ARSI, AT, 5, Tl Tonfi T Feem wra F0E 512
AT A | A TN S *NRBACHT I8 FAC© A |

81 A7 GIRTTA AT ¢ TSI IfeTe (A0e T iR [etiferel syt wea wifen
RET FAN AT TTQLANY QUL OF ood I A1 Wgpifes To i
@Y TG TSN e TN AT Gers (B3I BTy (e 2 |

¢ *@wE forre A SR A @R @ (ol Wi e[ N e
TRANGE ZCE! T ¥ (T 2 e, s e Sinefery SIeersiar sgeniad @
@ 5F TR I SACHAT IO @O | G B BT T I1R (o0 5| 934
SR ¥ETT AGCE SF [BIF 216 AN 7| @ KFA RS bi AT Q| [P
AY (T AT S SIS IS A | $F8 T OIrd ogfad SrT I T O SO FIFOE
FIE Sd A-PFA Wi firte T3 @R FEF oreRY e =ife et a9
FAE |

Y| AT AT TR NC Qe | Yfedfaq Feoew  frpdfifcs aafzae
CTRICIRFCAT AT AN g QORI AT =8 8 &= T Qele A 2TAEC
feaifEa e AfSray Feas o e FAE|

Q| TT/*=F SRR T (TOIT fema Wy (o 405+ 03 A= AT Q@ ¢
Aoy RN g AR T S0 AT B | @K SOt B e TR
7y AR AT 8 Ty sifaam FLifve wwome 2ts|

b AEACR A T& GBI AT, PRI, @7 IR S I
fTifte swafeRfima Rties Fe FaEw I Ffere wadw swafefafyaz afeea
SREAAT AIE FAE|

51 A ANGE, Ll AN, FHAS A TPAAIS AT FHGIA Sro<ery fFeoes
JfeEm FAE @ MR Q3R @19 SgITe2 *@¥ FR ol FAa 71|

So| CAPITCA AAFE R (AI-5eTbe AFIM SR (T SREIeE @
RIS FACIN Al G2 TSV HBI AFARAM T TS GBI BTeT S|




18
AFNRCT TR @ Afrereics QoI =i

QI FIF FIIT | ST 1A 1| (e T2 [T Q0@ T ST A& S @
ST IR &, FCOTF AT | AFET AT LW QeI A PTeTs TI-947eT,
ITS-AIfeTT FIREF TOI FACS, AT o IS, Giferew e g fadt Feaf i
i S AR TR, AWM=t ANeES PR, wRelR weid srEed
VMRS AT (AT IO @ @ AW 6 AN | AT Tazeea So
T @0 TR AT ST A |

(e Fepes SRR 2lfeerfe s
“SeITeA HIRCS ST fT5a8 474"
fogiaT Y
‘TR AR 8 e feeaer

o I <1 Y
SR I



19

JIFANTCNT FIRTo! @ AleTeraids Qo =@
[RISIEIC] Rl offa
A R I9d  Jedzad | G @GFOR- (7, 38-20, S54d »8 @f?, s5ad
o e eTIAGE TEATS
AT fcarsy

Re-organization of Liberation Forces:

The newly formed "Provisional" Government on April 14 set about the task of
transforming the liberation army into an organized force by setting up a full-fledged
operational base and an Interim capital and naming commanders for well-defined
liberated zones.

Col. Osmani of the Bengal Regiment, who had retired from active service some
time before the flare-up in East Bengal, was appointed the General Officer
Commanding-in- Chief of the "Mukti Fauj".

The names of regional commanders as announced by the Prime Minister, Mr.
Tajuddin Ahmed, were: Maj. Khalid Musharaf, Sylhet-Comilla; Maj. Ziaur Rahman,
Chittagong-Noakhali; Maj. Safiulla, Mymensingh-Tangail; and Maj. M.A. Osman,
south- west.

Besides the interim capital located in the western zone, a regional unit had been
set in the Sylhet-Comilla zone with full administrative authority for the eastern
region.

He said that in the Sylhet-Comilla region, Maj. Khalid Musharaf of the Hast
Bengal Regiment had driven the Army to the cantonments of Sylhet and Comilla.

In the Chittagong-Noakhali sector, Maj. Ziaur Rahman was in full command of
the liberation forces who had contained the enemy in limited pockets of Chittagong.

Maj. Safiulla was poised to march on Dacca after liberating all areas in
Mymensingh and Tangail.

In the south-west region, Mr. Ahmed said, Maj. Osman had taken command,
liberating large areas of Khulna, Kushtia, Jessore, Faridpur, Barisal and Patuakhali.
The enemy remained confined to Jessore cantonment and parts of Khulna town.

In north Bengal, a unified command of the East Bengal Regiment and the East
Pakistan Rifles had laid siege on Rangpur and Saidpur enemy positions.

Democratic Republic of Bangladesh Proclaimed:

Amidst thunderous cheers from a 10,000-strong crowd which included
contingents of the EPR, Ansars and Mujahids, the Democratic Republic of
Bangladesh was proclaimed in Mujibnagar on April 17 as a formally constituted
State, to be run by a presidential form of Government.
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The Prime Minister, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed declared that the Government's writ
ran through 90 per cent of the territory, except for the cantonments and a few
administrative headquarters which were being held by the Army. About 50 foreign
journalists watched and recorded the proceedings.

The proclamation named Syed Nazrul Islam as Vice-President, but explained that
if the President, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, "is absent, or cannot function or is
incapacitated," Mr. Islam would carry on the functions of the President.

Pending the formulation of a new Constitution, the President would be the head
of the armed forces and the sole legislative authority. He would appoint the Prime
Minister and his colleagues, levy taxes and authorize expenditure and would convene
or adjourn a Constituent Assembly.

The proclamation explained why this step had been necessary and affirmed that
this was being done in accordance with the mandate of the people as reflected in the
results of the last elections. The objective of the new State and "nation" would be to
ensure human dignity and social justice. This, Mr. Islam said, had been sought to be
achieved peacefully by the State's 75 million people over the last 23 years. But, they
had been frustrated by the feudal interests and the military Junta.

Their present struggle, he said, was for political, cultural and economic
emancipation of the people of Bangladesh as well as for their very existence and "win
we must, today, tomorrow or the day after".

He urged foreign journalists to convey his message to their respective countries
that for the sake of human liberty, dignity and values as well as for the sake of
democracy, big and small Powers throughout the world, especially those in Africa and
Asia, should recognize his Government and "do something positive to alleviate the
miseries of the Bangladesh people.”

He went a step further. He said that in the past, Pakistan had secured arms from
other countries mainly for the defense of the country and at a very heavy cost in terms
of hard labor by the people to earn foreign exchange. It was tragic that these arms
were now being used against the un-ramped people of Bangladesh.

He urged these countries not only to stop fresh supplies but also to ensure that no
further use was made of these lethal weapons against the people of Bangladesh.
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PRESS STATEMENT
Issued By

MR. TAJUDDIN AHMED
Prime Minister of Bangladesh
On 17th April, 1971

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE WORLD

Bangladesh is at war. It has been given no choice but to secure it right of self-
determination through a national liberation struggle against the colonial oppression of
West Pakistan.

In the face of positive attempts by the Government of Pakistan to distort the facts
in a desperate attempt to cover up their war of genocide in Bangladesh, the world
must be told the circumstances under which the peace-loving people of Bangladesh
were driven to substitute armed struggle for parliamentary politics to realize the just
aspirations of the people of Bangladesh. .

The Six Point Programme for autonomy for Bangladesh within Pakistan had been
put forward in all sincerity by the Awami League as the last possible solution to
preserve the integrity of Pakistan. Fighting the elections to the National Assembly on
the issue of Six Points, the Awami League won 167 out of 169 seats from Bangladesh
in a House of 313. Its electoral victory was so decisive that it won 80 % of the popular
votes cast. The decisive nature of its victory placed it in a clear majority within the
National Assembly.

The post election period was a time of hope, for never had a people spoken so
decisively in the history of parliamentary democracy. It was widely believed in both
Wings that a viable constitution based on Six Points could be worked out. The
Pakistan People's Party which emerged as the leading party in Sind and Punjab had
avoided raising the issue of Six Points in their election campaign and had no
obligation whatsoever to its electorate to resist it. In Baluchistan, the dominant party,
National Awami Party, was fully committed to Six Points. In NWFP, the NAP,
dominant in the Provincial Assembly, was also a believer in maximum autonomy. The
course of the elections, which marked the defeat of the reactionary parties, therefore,
gave every reason to be optimistic about the future of democracy in Pakistan.
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Preparatory to the convening of the National Assembly talks were expected
between the main parties in the political arena. However, whilst the Awami League
was always willing, preparatory to going to the Assembly, to explain its constitutional
position and to discuss alternative proposals from the other parties, it believed that the
spirit of a true democracy demanded that the constitution be debated and finalized in
the National Assembly rather than in secret sessions. To this end, it insisted on an
early summoning of the National Assembly. In anticipation of this session, the Awami
League worked day and night to prepare a draft constitution based on Six Points and
fully examined all the implications of formulating and implementing such a
constitution.

The first major talks over Pakistan's political future took place between General
Yahya and Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in Mid-January. In this session General Yahya
probed the extent of the Awami League's commitment to its programme and was
assured that they were fully aware of its implications. But contrary to expectation
Yahya did not spell out his own ideas about the constitution. General Yahya gave the
impression of not finding anything seriously objectionable in Six Points but
emphasized the need for coming to an understanding with the PPP in West Pakistan.

The next round of talks took place between the PPP and the Awami League from
27th January, 1971 in Dacca where Mr. Bhutto and his team held a number of
sessions with the Awami League to discuss the constitution.

As in the case with Yahya, Mr. Bhutto did not bring any concrete proposals of his
own about the nature of the constitution. He and his advisers were mainly interested
in discussing the implications of Six Points. Since their responses were essentially
negative and they had no prepared brief of their own it was not possible for the talks
to develop into serious negotiations where attempts could be made to bridge the gap
between the two parties. It was evident that as yet Mr. Bhutto had no formal position
of his own from which to negotiate.

It must be made clear that when the PPP left Dacca there was no indication from
their part that a deadlock had been reached with the Awami League. Rather they
confirmed that all doors were open and that following a round of talks with West
Pakistani leaders, the PPP would either have a second and more substantive round of
talks with the Awami League or would meet in the National Assembly whose
committees provided ample opportunity for detailed discussion on the constitution.

Mr. Bhutto's announcement to boycott the National Assembly therefore came as a
complete surprise. The boycott decision was surprising because Mr. Bhutto had
already been accommodated once by the President when he refused Sheikh Mujib's
plea for an early session of the Assembly on 15th February and fixed it, in line with
Mr. Bhutto's preference, for 3rd March.
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Following his decision to boycott the Assembly, Mr. Bhutto launched a campaign
of intimidation against another parties in West Pakistan to prevent them from
attending the session. In this task, there is evidence that Lt. Gen. Umer, Chairman of
the National Security Council and close associate of Yahya, with a view to
strengthening Mr. Bhutto's hand, personally pressurized various West Wing leaders
not to attend the Assembly. In spite of this display of pressure tactics by Mr. Bhutto
and Lt Gen. Umer, all members of the National Assembly from West Pakistan, except
the PPP and the Qayyum Muslim League had booked their seats to East Pakistan, for
the session of 3rd March.

Within the QML itself, half their members had booked their seats and there were
signs of revolt within the PPP where many members were wanting to come to Dacca.
Faced with the breakdown of this joint front against Bangladesh, General Yahya
obliged Mr. Bhutto on 1st March by postponing the Assembly, not for any finite
period, but sine die. Moreover he dismissed the Governor of East Pakistan, Admiral
S. M. Ahsan, who was believed to be one of the moderates in his administration. The
Cabinet with its component of Bengalis was also dismissed so that all power was
concentrated in the hands of the West Wing military Junta.

In these circumstances Yahya's gesture could not be seen as anything but an
attempt to frustrate the popular will by colluding with Mr. Bhutto. The National
Assembly was the only forum where Bangladesh could assert its voice and political
strength, and to frustrate this was a clear indication that Parliament was not to be the
real source of power in Pakistan.

The reaction to the postponement in Bangladesh was inevitable and spontaneous
and throughout the land people took to the streets to record their protest at this
arbitrary act. People now felt sure that Yahya never really intended to transfer power,
and was making a mockery of parliamentary politics. The popular mood felt that the
rights of Bangladesh could never be realized within the framework of Pakistan, where
Yahya could so blatantly frustrate the summoning of an Assembly proclaimed by his
own writ and urged that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman must go for full independence.

Sheikh Mujib however continued to seek a political settlement. In calling for
programme of non-cooperation on 3rd March he chose the weapon of peaceful
confrontation against the army of occupation as an attempt to bring them to their
senses. This was in itself a major gesture in the face of the cold-blooded firing on
unarmed demonstrators on the 2nd and 3rd March which had already led to over a
thousand casualties.

The course of the non-cooperation movement is now a part of history. Never in
the course of any liberation struggle has non-cooperation been carried to the limits,
attained within Bangladesh between 1st and 25th March. Non-cooperation was total.
No judge of the High Court could be found to administer the oath of office to the new
Governor. Lt. General Tikka Khan. The entire civilian administration including the
police and the Civil Service of Pakistan, refused to attend office. The people stopped
supply of food to the army. Even the civilian employees of the Defense establishment
joined the boycott.
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Non-cooperation did not stop at abstention from work. The civilian
administration and police positively pledged their support to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and put themselves under his orders.

In this situation the Awami League without being a formally constituted
Government, was forced to take on the responsibility of keeping the economy and
administration running whilst non-cooperation lasted. In this task they had the
unqualified support not only of the people but the administration and business
community. The latter two subordinated themselves to the directives of the Awami
League and accepted them as the sole authority to solve their various problems.

In these unique circumstances the economy and administration were kept going
in spite of the formidable problems arising out of the power vacuum which had
suddenly emerged in Bangladesh. In spite of the lack of any formal authority, Awami
League volunteers in cooperation with the police maintained a level of law and order
which was a considerable improvement on normal times.

Faced with this demonstration of total support to the Awami League and this
historic non-cooperation movement, General Yahya appears to have modified his
tactics. On the 6th March he still seemed determined to provoke a confrontation when
he made his highly provocative speech putting the full blame for the crisis, on the
Awami League and not even referring to the architect of the crisis, Mr. Bhutto. It
seems that he expected a declaration of independence on 7th March. The Army in
Dacca was put on full alert to crush the move and Lt. Gen. Tikka Khan was flown to
replace Lt. Gen. Yakub to signify the hardening of attitudes within the Junta.

Sheikh Mujib, however, once again opted for the path of political settlement in
spite of massive public sentiment for independence. In presenting his 4-point proposal
for attending the National Assembly he not only had to contain the public mood but to
leave a way open for Yahya to explore this last chance for a peaceful settlement.

It is now clear that Yahya and his Generals never had the slightest intention of
solving Pakistan's political crisis peacefully but were only interested in buying time to
permit the reinforcement of their military machine within Bangladesh. Yahya's visit to
Dacca was a mere cover for his plan of genocide. It now becomes clear that
contingency plans for such a crisis had already begun well in advance of the crisis.

Shortly before 1st March tanks which had been sent north to Rangpur to defend
the borders were brought back to Dacca. From 1st March the families of Army
personnel were being sent off to West Pakistan on a priority basis along with the
families of West Pakistani businessmen.

The military build-up was accelerated after 1st March and continued throughout
the talks up to 25th March. Members of the armed forces dressed in civilian clothes
were flown in PIA commercial flights via Ceylon. C-130s carrying arms and
provisions for the garrisons flew into Dacca. It is estimated that up to one division,
with complementary support, as brought into Bangladesh between 1st and 25th
March. To ensure security, the airport was put under strict air force control and
heavily guarded with artillery and
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machinegun nets whilst movement of passengers was strictly supervised. An SSG
Commando Group specially trained for undercover operations in sabotage and
assassinations was distributed in key centers of Bangladesh and were probably
responsible for the attacks on Bengalis in Dacca and Saidpur in the two days before
25th March to provoke clashes between locals and non-locals so as to provide a cover
for military intervention.

As part of this strategy of deception Yahya adopted the most conciliatory posture
in his talks with Mujib. In the talks beginning on 16th March, he expressed regrets for
what had happened and his sincere desire for a political settlement. In a crucial
meeting with Sheikh Mujib he was asked to positively state the Junta's position on the
Awami League's 4-point proposal.

He indicated that there were no serious objections and that an interim constitution
could be worked out by the respective Advisers embodying the four points.

The basic points on which agreement was reached were:

(1) Lifting of Martial Law and transfer of power to a Civilian Government by
a Presidential Proclamation.

(2) Transfer of power in the provinces to the majority parties.
(3) Yahya to remain as President and in control of the Central Government.

(4) Separate sittings of the National Assembly members from East and West
Pakistan preparatory to a joint session of the House to finalize the
Constitution.

Contrary to the distortions now put out by both Yahya and Bhutto the proposal
for separate sittings of the Assembly was suggested by Yahya to accommodate Mr.
Bhutto. He cited the practical advantage that whilst 6-points provided a viable
blueprint to regulate relations between Bangladesh and the Centre its application
would raise serious difficulties in the West Wing. For this reason West Wing MNA's
must be permitted to get together to work out a new pattern of relationships in the
context of a Six-Point constitution and the dissolution of One-Unit.

Once this agreement in principle had been reached between Sheikh Mujib and
Yahya there was only the question of defining the powers of Bangladesh vis-a-vis the
Centre during the interim phase. Here it was again jointly agreed that the distribution
of power should as far as possible approximate to the final constitution approved by
the National Assembly which it was expected would be based on 'Six Points'.

For working out this part of the interim settlement Mr. M. M. Ahmed, the
Economic Adviser to the President was specially flown in. In his talks with the
Awami League advisers he made it clear that provided the political agreement had
been reached there were no insuperable problem to working out some version of Six
Points even in the interim period. The final list of three amendments to the Awami
League draft which he presented as suggestions indicated that the gap between the
Government and Awami League position was no longer one of principle but remained
merely over the precise
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phrasing of the proposals. The Awami League in its sitting of 24th March
accepted the amendments with certain minor changes of language and there was
nothing to prevent the holding of a final drafting session between the advisers of
Yahya and Mujib when the interim constitution would be finalized.

It must be made clear that at no stage was there any breakdown of talks or any
indication by General Yahya or his team that they had a final position which could not
be abandoned.

The question of legal cover for the transfer of power is merely another belated
fabrication by Yahya to cover his genocide. He and his team had agreed that, in line
with the precedence of the Indian Independence Act of 1947, power, and could be
transferred by Presidential Proclamation. The notice that there would be no legal
cover to the arrangement raised subsequently by Mr. Bhutto and endorsed by General
Yahya was never a bone of contention between Sheikh Mujib and Yahya. There is not
the slightest doubt that had Yahya indicated that a meeting of the National Assembly
was essential to transfer power, the Awami League would not have broken the talks
on such a minor legal technicality. After all as the majority party it had nothing to fear
from such a meeting and its acceptance of the decision for a separate sitting was
designed to accommodate Mr. Bhutto rather than a fundamental stand for the party.

Evidence that agreement in principle between contending parties had been
reached is provided by Mr. Bhutto's own Press Conference on 25th March. It is, not
certain what passed in the separate session between General Yahya and Mr. Bhutto
but there is evidence that deliberate falsehoods about the course of the talk with the
Awami League were fed to the PPP who were told that Sheikh Mujib Was determined
to have a showdown and was daily escalating his demands, Needless to say not the
slightest indication of these misgivings had been raised in the meetings between the
Awami League team and General Yahya's advisers where amicability and optimism
prevailed to the end.

Whilst hope for a settlement was being raised, more ominous signs of the
intentions of the army were provided by their sudden decision to unload the
ammunition ships M, V. Swat berthed at Chittagong Port. Preparatory to this decision,
Brigadier Mazumdar. a Bengali officer commanding the garrison in Chittagong had
been suddenly removed from his command and replaced by a West Pakistan. On 24th
night he was flown to Dacca under armed escort and has probably been executed.
Under the new command notice was given to local authorities of the decision to
unload the ship inspite of the fact that the army had abstained from doing so for the
last 17 days in the face of non-cooperation from the port workers. The decision to
unload was a calculated provocation which immediately brought 1, 00,000 people on
the streets of Chittagong and led to massive firing by the Army to break their way out.
The issue was raised by the Awami League with. General Peerzada as to why this
escalation was being permitted whilst talks were still going on. He gave no answer
beyond a promise to pass it on to General Yahya.

Following the final meeting between General Yahya's and Awami League's
advisers On 24th March where Mr. M. M. Ahmed passed on his amendments, a call
was awaited
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from General Peerzada for a final session where the draft could be finalized. No
such call materialized and instead it was learnt that Mr. M. M Ahmed, who was
central to the negotiations, had suddenly left for Karachi on the 25th morning without
any warning to the Awami League team.

By 11 P.M. of the 25th all preparations were ready and the troops began to take
up their positions in the city. In an act of treachery unparalleled in contemporary
history a programme of calculated genocide was unleashed on the peaceful and
unsuspecting population of Dacca by midnight of 25th March No ultimatum was
given to the Awami League by Yahya, no curfew order was even issued when the
machine gun, artillery and cannon on the tanks, unleashed their reign of death and
destruction. By the time first Martial Law proclamations issued by Lt. General Tikka
Khan were broadcast the next morning some 50,000 people, most of them without
offering any resistance, and many women and children, had been butchered. Dacca
had been turned in to an inferno with fires raging in most corners of die city. Sleeping
inhabitant who had been drawn from their homes by the fires started by the military,
were machine-gunned as they ran to escape the flames.

Whilst the Police, EPR and armed volunteers put up a heroic resistance the main
'victims remained the weak, the innocent and the unsuspecting, who were killed at-
random in their thousands. We are compiling a firsthand account of the details of
genocide committed by the Pakistan Army on the orders of the President of Pakistan
which we will publish shortly. The scale and brutality of the action exceeds anything
perpetrated in the civilized world.

Yahya himself left Dacca on the night of 25th March after having unleashed the
Pakistan Army, with an open license to commit genocide on all Bengalis. His own
justification for this act of barbarism was not forthcoming till 8 P.M. the next day
when the world was given its first explanation for the unleashing of this holocaust.
The statement was self-contradictory and laced with positive lines. His branding of a
part as traitors and outlaws, with whom, be had only 48 hours ago been negotiating
for a peaceful transfer of power; bore no relationship to the situation in Bangladesh or
the course of the negotiations. His promise to hand over power to the elected
representatives of the people after banning "the Awami league which was the sole
representative of Bangladesh and held a majority of seats, in the National Assembly
was mockery of the freely recorded voice of 75 million Bengalis. The crudity of the
statement was clear evidence that Yahya was no longer interested in taking shelter
behind either logic or morality and had reverted to the law of the jungle in his bid to
crush the people of Bangladesh.

Pakistan is now dead and buried under a mountain of corpses. The hundreds and
thousands of people murdered by the army in Bangladesh will act as an impenetrable
barrier between West Pakistan and the people of Bangladesh. By resorting to pre-
planned genocide Yahya must have known that he was himself digging Pakistan's
grave. The subsequent massacres perpetrated on his orders by his licensed killers on
the people were not designed to preserve the unity of a nation. They were acts of
racial hatred and sadism devoid of even the elements of humanity. Professional
Soldiers, on orders, violated their
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code of military honor and were seen, as beasts of prey who indulged in an orgy
of murder, rape, loot, arson and destruction unequalled in the annals of civilization.
These acts indicate that the concept of two countries is already deeply rooted in the
minds of Yahya and his associates who would .not dare commit such atrocities on
their own countrymen.

Yahya's genocide is thus without political purpose. It serves only as last act in the
tragic history of Pakistan which Yahya has chosen to write with the blood of the
people of Bangladesh. The objective is genocide and scorched earth before his troops
are either driven out or parish. In this time he hopes to liquidate our political
leadership, intelligentsia and administration, to destroy our industries and public
amenities and as a final act he intends to raze our cities to the ground. Already his
occupation Army has made substantial progress towards this objective. Bangladesh
will be set back 50 years as West Pakistan's parting gift, of a people they have
exploited for twenty three years for their own benefit.

This is a point of major significance to those great powers who choose to ignore
this largest single act of genocide since the days of Belsen and Auschwitz. If they
think they are preserving the unity of Pakistan, they can forget it because Yahya
himself has no illusion about the future of Pakistan.

They must realize that Pakistan is dead murdered by Yahya-and that independent
Bangladesh is a reality sustained by the indestructible will and courage of 75 million
Bengalis who are daily nurturing the roots of this new nationhood with their blood.
No power on earth can unmake this new nation and sooner or later both big and small
powers will have to accept it into the world fraternity.

It is, therefore, in the interest of politics as much as humanity for the big powers
to put their full pressure on Yahiya to cage his killer's and bring them back to West
Pakistan. We will be eternally grateful to the - people of the USSR and India and the
freedom loving people of all the countries for their full support they have already
given us in this struggle: We would welcome similar support from the People's
Republic of China, USA, France and Great Britain and others. Each in their own way
should exercise considerable leverage on West Pakistan and were they to exercise this
influence; Yahiya could not sustain his war of aggression against Bangladesh for a
single day longer.

Bangladesh will be the eighth most populous country in the world. Its only goal
will be to rebuild a new nation from the ashes and carnage left behind by Yahya's
occupation army. It will be a stupendous task because we are already one of the
world's poorest nations. But we now have a cause and a people who have been
hardened in the resistance, who have shed their blood for their nation and won their
freedom in an epic struggle which pitted unarmed people against a modern army.
Such a nation cannot fail in its task of securing the foundations of its nationhood.



29
AFNRCT TR @ Afrereics QoI =i

In our struggle for survival we seek the friendship of all people, the big power
and the small. We do not aspire to join any bloc or pact but will seek assistance from
those who give it in a spirit of goodwill free from any desire to control our destinies.
We have struggled far too long for our self-determination to permit ourselves to
become anyone's satellite.

We now appeal to the nations of the world for recognition and assistance both
material and moral in our struggle for nationhood. Every day this is delayed a
thousand lives are lost and more of Bangladesh's vital assets are destroyed. In the
name of Humanity act now and earn our undying friendship.

This we now present to the world as the CASE of the people of Bangladesh. No
nation has a greater right to recognition; no people have fought harder for this right.

Joi Bangla
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A Pakistani Diplomat Transfers Allegiance To Bangladesh: The Deputy High
Commissioner of Pakistan in Calcutta, Mr. M. Hossain Ali, on April 18 transferred
his allegiance to the Government of the Democratic Republic of Bangladesh.

All 70 Bengali members of his staff, including five officers, were also believed to
have expressed their desire to serve the Bangladesh Government.

Mr. Hossain Ali dismissed 30 other employees, mostly superintendents, clerks
and junior members of staff, who were West Pakistanis. His was thus the first mission
abroad of the Bangladesh Government.

Assured of co-operation of the Bengali members of his staff, Mr. Ali hoisted the
Bangladesh Hag on top of his mission, replacing the Pakistani flag. Some senior
members of his staff were present at the ceremony.

In an interview later, he said the decision to change his allegiance from the
Pakistan Government to the Bangladesh Government was "my own"; He was happy
that some other Bengali members of his staff supported him.

He said: "It is impossible to continue to represent the Pakistani Government
which is engaged by all evidences in a deliberate an systematic genocide of Bengalis
in Bangladesh."

He issued a 1,600-word statement, recounting how the Pakistani Government had
flouted the clear verdict of a democratic election in Bangladesh and engaged itself in
"a planned attempt to subdue and crush the entire Bengali nation".

Before he took the decision, he said, he had contacts with the Prime Minister and
other Ministers of Bangladesh, who were slated to have "most cordially" welcomed
him' and his Bengali staff to work 'as the Government's first foreign mission.

He had several secret meetings with some trusted officers of the mission during
the last few days, "I had to be cautious", he said, "least our decision was leaked before
it was formally announced".

'According to a bank source in Calcutta, the entire money in the credit of the
Pakistan Deputy High Commission in a city bank was withdrawn on April 17. The
measure had the approval of all senior members of the mission.

According to one source, the decision to change allegiance followed a few
telegrams from Islamabad during the previous few days to the Deputy High
Commission informing it of the Pakistan Government's decision to abolish the
Information Department of the mission, to recall the Department's employees to
Rawalpindi "with immediate effect", and asking several other Bengali members of
staff to be ready for immediate transfer.
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Pakistan's Warning:

On April 22, Pakistan threatened India with "serious consequences” if there was
any delay in getting the premises of its former Deputy High Commission in Calcutta
cleared of its "illegal occupants”.

The Joint Secretary in the External Affairs Ministry, Mr. A. K. Ray, had earlier
told the Pakistan High Commissioner, Mr. Sajjad Hyder that the dispute with regard
to the possession of the premises was an internal matter of Pakistan and the laws of
the land prevented the Government of India from using force in such matters.

The following day (April 23), Mr. Hyder protested to the Ministry of External
Affairs against unprovoked and violent demonstrations" in Calcutta against the newly
appointed Pakistan Deputy High Commissioner, Mr. Mahdi Masud.

Mr. Hyder handed over to Mr. A.K. Ray an aide memoire on the subject which he
later released to the Press. It declared that "the local authorities in Calcutta failed to
act in time; otherwise yesterday's ugly scenes need not have taken place at all."

The aide memoire also protested against the refusal of India to evict "anti-State
elements” from the premises of the Deputy High Commission. Referring to the Indian
suggestion that Pakistan should seek legal redress; the aide memoire stated that "the
Ministry of External Affairs could not be unaware that under established diplomatic
conventions, a foreign mission does not go to a court of law. It is the duty of the host
Government to ensure the inviolability of premises and personnel of a diplomatic
mission accredited to it".

Later, an External Affairs spokesman said that it was an act of diplomatic
discourtesy for Mr. Hyder to have released the aide memoire to the Press.

When asked about the threat of "serious consequences” by Pakistan if India did
not at once hand over the Calcutta mission building to Mr. Masud, the spokesman said
that India treated such threats "with contempt."

Two More Diplomats Granted Asylum:

On April 20, two East Bengali diplomats of the Pakistan High Commission in
New Delhi sought asylum in India and the request was immediately granted.

The diplomats-Second Secretary, Mr. K. M. Shahabuddin (30) and the Assistant
Press Attaché, Mr. Arnjadul Haque (33)-decided to break with the Islamabad regime
in view of the West Pakistan Army's massacre of the people of Bangladesh. They
announced their decision at a hurriedly called mid night news conference to which
Indian and foreign newsmen were summoned from their beds.

Mr. Shahabuddin entered the Pakistan Foreign Service in 1966 and served in
Nepal for a short while. He was then posted to New Delhi and had been there since
January, 1967.
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Mr. Haque worked in Radio Pakistan, Dacca as Assistant Regional Director
Programmes before joining the external publicity division of Pakistan in 1966. He
was posted to New Delhi immediately thereafter.

Mr. Shahabuddin sought asylum along with his wife and two daughters. Mr.
Haque is a bachelor.

In a statement, they said the people of Bangladesh considered the Islamabad
Government a foreign colonial regime which had shown itself to be more oppressive
and
barbarous than any history had ever known. Islamabad was engaged in a wanton and
demented massacre of the innocent and unarmed people of Bangladesh World opinion
has begun to realize the magnitude of this outrage.

The diplomats said they had severed their connexion "with the fascist military
dictatorship in Islamabad as our conscience no longer permits us to act against our
deepest convictions." From now on they owed allegiance to Bangladesh which
derived its
authority from the unambiguous mandate of the 75 million Bengali people.

They were the first Pakistani diplomats to seek asylum in the wake of the
Bangladesh freedom movement.

"The Swadhin Bangla Radio, in a broadcast the previous week, had advised
Bengali diplomats who received orders of transfer after the army crackdown in East
Bengal to seek asylum in the countries in which they were posted.

There were three other Bengali officers among the 14 diplomats in the Pakistan
High Commission. Two of them had just been transferred to India.
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21% April, 1971.

To

Mr. Justice Abu Sayed Chowdhury,
Vice Chancellor,
Dacca University.

Dear Sir,

On formation of Sovereign Independent Peoples' Republic of BANGLADESH
you Mr. Justice Abu Sayed Chowdhury, are hereby appointed as the Special
Representative of the Government of Bangladesh for presenting and receiving
communication to and from foreign countries, various Heads of States, Diplomatic
Missions abroad, United Nations organisation and other International Bodies as you
may be specifically assigned and instructed to act and represent from time to time by
the Government of Bangladesh.

(Syed Nazrul Islam)
Acting President.

(Khandakar Moshtaque Ahmed)
Foreign Minister.

Mr. Jusuce Chowdhury, a senior judge of the Dacca High Court and Vice-Chancellor of Dacca
University, was in the UK at the time of the Army crack-down in Bangladesh, and he announced
his allegiance to the Bangladesh Government.
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TAJUDDIN'S PLEA FOR ARMS AID
Press report of Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed's appeal on April 28, 1971.

KOHIMA, April 28: The Bangladesh Prime Minister, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed,
today appealed to neighboring countries to grant immediate recognition to Bangladesh
and to give unconditional arms aid and thus help a newborn country to free itself from
the clutches of a murderous army.

In a message to the nation, broadcast over the Free Bangladesh Radio and
monitored here, the Prime Minister urged his countrymen to drive away the invaders
"who are causing bloodshed on our soil by the weapons purchased from the exploited
money of our own countrymen".

He said that Rangpur, Dinajpur, Faridpur, Bogra and Mymensingh (except
Cantonment areas) had been liberated from the West Pakistan army and expressed
confidence that the remaining areas would come under the Bangladesh Government
shortly.

Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed categorically told his countrymen that the time was now
ripe for "dividends to the untold sacrifices" made by lakhs of people in Bangladesh.

Referring to the innumerable youths, who had laid down their lives for the cause
of liberation the Prime Minister, said their names would shine in the history of
freedom fighters for all time to come.

He also appealed to Bengalis residing in foreign countries to give all possible
help to freedom struggle.
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BANGLADESH :
SITUATION AND OPTIONS
BY

REHMAN SOBHAN
Economics Advisor to the Government of Bangladesh.
May 10, 1971.

In the light of the facts as available, the silence and inertia of the major powers
and international bodies is difficult to understand. Whilst it is regarded as idealistic to
appeal to the conscience of the world on the planned genocide of at least 200,000
Bengali's to date, it is sad that their political judgment should be so distorted as to
inhibit response.

Today we are witnessing an attempt by a military junta, whose own position is
somewhat tenuous, to crush a popularly elected party and the political forces which
sustained it. Whilst the representative status of most leaders of insurrections has been
ambiguous there can be no doubt that Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Awami
League speak for Bangladesh. An electoral mandate which gave them 167 out of 169
seats and 80% of the popular vote puts their credentials beyond question. They
represent 75 million people or 55 % of what once constituted Pakistan. To confer
legitimacy on Yahya and his Junta by accepting his right to talk for Bangladesh
effectively writes off 75 million Bengalis who constitute the eighth largest
conglomeration of people in the world. This not only makes a mockery of any
commitment to democratic principle but is without political sense.

Today the Pakistan government is trying desperately to convince the world that it
is in effective control of Bangladesh. They point to the fact that they are in possession
of the major towns and that effective resistance has ceased. They draw witness to the
fact that administrators are to be found in their offices in the Dacca Secretariat.

What they do not say is that even today the secretariat is not functioning because
most of the subordinate staff are still away from Dacca for fear of random killing by
the army. That only about 50% of those shops not burnt by the army are open and
these function with some trepidation for fear of looting by the army. That even up to
the end of April curfew was in force at night in Dacca and those streets after dusk are
largely deserted. That a week ago the army had to mortar villages on the outskirts of
Dacca to dislodge "miscreants". That the army has had to issue martial law order 148
on April 27, which imposes the death penalty on all acts of sabotage on government
installations and which states:
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"Inhabitants of the surrounding area of all or any such affected place or places
will render themselves liable to punitive action collectively."

This merely gives documentary evidence of resistance and the army response
which would be known to anyone who has managed to step out of Dacca.

Here they would find that in the Sylhet where the forests in the Tea Garden areas
provide natural cover is still unspecified and under control of the Bengal regiment.
That a force is still holding out in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. That all over Bangladesh
armed Bengali's have withdrawn into the rural areas and are harassing army units
through guerilla action. This may be expected to increase in frequency and intensity
as the resistance acquires more skill at this type of warfare, gets additional supplies
and weaponry, of which sizeable quantities have already been captured from the Pak
Army and when the monsoons make the logistical problems of the army more
insecure. The capability for waging prolonged war is there because the political
motivation of the people has been guaranteed by the indiscriminate character of the
War waged by the army. By destroying villages within the range of their artillery and
declaring these areas as "free fire zones" they have made the Pakistan army an object
of hatred and a direct threat to the security of 75 million Bengalis who will be willing
to resist or aid any resistance to this alien force.

Massive terror has however still secured scant gains for the Pakistan government.
Whilst they command major towns these are ghost cities, depopulated, without any
economic activity and without any administrative structure. Barely 10% of the
population of these towns has stayed behind, if that, whilst the administration, which
actually worked with the resistance during the phase when these towns were liberated,
is not taking any chances by staying behind. This means that whilst the territorial orbit
of army control may cover the province, in effect not more than a million out of 75
million Bengalis are within their administrative control. The army holds key junctions
and operates along the grids set by the road network which permits it to move in
heavily armed motorized convoys from one town to another.

As a consequence of this tenuous hold over the region, economic life is at a
standstill. Even in the industrial areas of Dacca, Chittagong and Khulna, those
industries which have not deliberately been destroyed, are barely operative because
most of the labor force is still in the villages, fearing reprisal by the army. Exports are
at a standstill because of the breakdown of communications and the disruption of the
marketing framework. Many key personnel in the marketing of jute and other
commodities, as well as imports, were either West Pakistani's or Hindus. These have
fled or been killed so that very little can be expected to move in or out of Bangladesh
in the near future. Congestion at Chittagong port due to continued absenteeism by port
workers has further aggravated the problem.

Economic breakdown in Bangladesh is in itself of only marginal interest to the
Yahya Government. Scorched earth policies which have, through the use of U.S.
financed Saborjets and Chinese Migs, destroyed grain stores, tea gardens, factories,
and.... storage
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installations (at Brahmanbaria) point to starvation and economic dislocation as a
weapon of intimidation in the hands of the Army.

The attendant loss of 50% of the country's foreign exchange earnings which came
from Bangladesh through its export of jute products is of more immediate concern.
80% of the free foreign exchange from Bangladesh exports was used in West
Pakistan. This cannot immediately be replaced by increased exports from the West
were industry is already down 40% capacity operations due to shortage of foreign
exchange.

To this end the Pakistan government is pressing for a rescheduling of its debt
service liabilities which requires payment of about £100 million to sundry creditors by
the end of June. Over and above this, Pakistan needs fresh aid commitments mainly
for commodity imports to stimulate her ailing industry but also to maintain the
momentum of development. Whilst her own exchange earnings have fallen drastically
because of the cessation of Bangladesh export her own exchange needs remain high.
In normal times West Pakistan Imports were double its exports but today the need to
purchase arms and ammunitions to replenish and augment stores to sustain its war on
Bangladesh have further increased. French arms suppliers have been approached for a
moratorium on debt repayment and for better terms for, interalia, 30 Mirage fighters,
currently on order. Actual or contemplated freezing of U.S. military supplies will
require more cash foreign exchange to compensate this loss by turning to the open
market for arms.

The visit of Mr. M.M. Ahmed is therefore of considerable importance, because
Pakistan now expects the World Bank, the U.S. and other aid donors to bail it out of
its current economic crisis and in effect underwrite its military operations in
Bangladesh. Any suggestion that aid will be used for alleviating famine in Bangladesh
and reconstructing the war damage is deliberately misleading. The government's writ
does not extend beyond the range of its guns and it lacks the administrative control or
machinery to implement any aid programmed. It would likely divert any aid for East
Pakistan to the West and use food grains to feed its occupation army or as an
instrument of political coercion and patronage.

In this context there is therefore no question of any aid donor playing a neutral
role. By responding to the needs of the Pakistan administration they will in fact not be
performing any humanitarian service but will be underwriting the military action. By
refusing to reschedule debt service liabilities as demanded by Pakistan and
withholding further commitments of aid, including what is a already in the pipeline,
the full cost of this military adventure can be brought home to the regime.

The world must realize that aid giving can never return to a "business as usual”
posture as it did following the India-Pakistan war in 1965 and the downfall of the
Ayub regime in 1968. Thus the aid givers should also guard against any subterfuge
vis-a-vis the debt or in any form-which is intended to convey the impression that
Pakistan is acting in good faith. Murderers of 200,000 unarmed civilians do not know
the meaning of acting in good faith.

The economic dislocation in Bangladesh has already cost West Pakistan its
captive market. There are no customers, income or marketing framework to
accommodate West-
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Pakistan's exports to Bangladesh which account for 40 % of their total exports.
Industries which used to selling their wares at up to 100 % above world prices face
ruin and a major economic recession threatens West Pakistan's business world. A 50
% price inflation is also anticipated within the next three months due to a fall in
industrial output and imports. The foreign- exchange crunch has led to the abolition of
the free list for imports; the complete ban on 47 items for import and the placement of
licensed imports on cash- cum-bonus. In effect all imports are on bonus and a partial
devaluation has already been carried through. The economic position of the country
therefore makes the government highly vulnerable to economic pressures exercised by
aid donors.

But to what end can pressures be used? The objective clearly lies in an end to
military action as substitute for political discussion. Here negotiations can only take
place with the leader and elected representatives of the people of Bangladesh.
Attempts to resurrect discarded political hacks from the political grave dug for them
at the recent polls not only makes the government an object of derision but clearly
cannot deliver any sort of secure settlement.

Today the political leadership is still in the hands of the victors at the polls-the
Awami League. Their leadership structure is intact and except for Mujib, physically
present to conduct the government of Bangladesh. The Cabinet which presented itself
to the world on April 17, 1971, consists of the entire party hierarchy. In collaboration
with the civil administration who have withdrawn beyond the range of the Army guns
and sustained by the military strength of the Bangladesh liberation army, the
government is attempting to establish a formal administrative structure and line of
command in the rural areas of Bangladesh. The task is rendered difficult because of
the novelty of the situation and formidable logistical problems but over a period this
will provide the political and administrative infrastructure for the guerilla war which
is being waged against the army and which can be sustained indefinitely.

This should not delude the world into believing that they can sit back and reserve
their options. The longer the war goes on the more the present leadership and control
structure is jeopardized. Today leadership is still in the hands of moderates who are
sufficiently concerned about destroying the existing social and economic format of
Bangladesh to oppose even the blowing up of key bridges and vital economic
installations as part of the tactics of resistance. Army terror, prolonged an pervastive,
will compel extreme responses which will be less inhibited about destroying the
existing social organisms as parts of the technique of waging total war against an
occupation army. History provides too many lessons about the social consequences of
prolonged war for this point to be reemphasized.

Yet another cost of inaction is likely to be the price in human life. The West
Pakistan army is itself likely to raise its toll of Bengali life to the million mark. In the
event of a military conclusion to the war the possibility of communal carnage through
reprisals on Bengalis in the West wing and non-Bengalis in the East may add another
million to the death toll, thus raising it to above two million. If we add the potential
death toll from famine this could become one of history's major human tragedies,
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Nor can one expect the region to remain insulated from the rival concerns of big
power conflicts. Both India and China surround or are close to Bangladesh and cannot
expect to remain bystanders as the fires of civil war wage within sight of their
borders. With the Vietnam war in its closing stages it is hardly in the interests of the
big powers to remain witness to another conflagration in the area which promises to
exceed in dimension anything witnessed thus far.

There is a chance to contain an international crisis whilst it is, still in its infancy.
There is still a leadership structure in Bangladesh which can be available to negotiate
a political settlement. This settlement must aim for a peaceful parting of the ways.
Yahya's genocidal war clearly indicates that, he is convinced that Pakistan is dead and
that not even a shared humanity binds its two peoples. In Bangladesh the totality of
the revulsion engendered by this war makes any attempt to bind up the wounds
unthinkable. The task for the future remains to come to terms with the reality of
Bangladesh so that a sustained programme of massive economic reconstruction can
attempt to rebuild this shattered nation and lift its people from the depths of poverty,
starvation and disease to which they have been reduced. Such a programme must
inspire the conscience of the world already aroused by the horrors of the cyclone and
now this war. With international assistance on a sufficient scale Bangladesh can yet
be saved from disaster and can build for the future within the framework of
democracy and social justice.
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Text of Mr. Tajuddin's 18-point directive on May 14, 1971.

Mpr. Tajuddin Ahmed. Prime Minister of Bangladesh has issued 18-point directive
outlining the tasks of the people in the liberation struggle.

He has said that the people should not listen to rumours nor should they have
doubts about the "ultimate victory of the people".

He says: "Let the people remember that in war marching forward and retreating
are of equal importance. The retreat of the liberation army from one point should not
give the people the impression that we have abandoned our war against the Pakistan
occupation forces."

In the struggle, people are not divided on the basis of parties, religion or classes.
"We are united as Bengalis, and our enemies look at us that way. When they burn
villages, shoot people or destroy towns, they attack us as Bengalis, not caring for our
religion or politics."

"No Bengali employee should co-operate with the enemy; employees of all ranks
should act according to the directive of the Bangladesh Government. In areas
occupied by the enemy, they should work under the guidance of the popular
representative and use their discretion as circumstances demand."

At Their Posts

Mr. Ahmad says: "Employees of Government and semi-Government
organizations who have taken shelter elsewhere will be considered as holding their
posts and are expected to help the Bangladesh Government and the Mukti Fauj
according to their capacity."

Officers and men of the military and Para-military organizations, whether they
are in service or retired, should immediately report for duty at the nearest liberation
army unit and "should in no circumstances" allow themselves to be exploited by the
enemy "nor should they co-operate with the enemy."

The directive says "only the Bangladesh Government and none else has the right
to collect taxes, revenues, and duties. It should be remembered that a Paisa collected
by the enemy will be used to kill you and your children. So anybody who will pay
taxes to the enemy or help them in the matter be considered by the Bangladesh
Government as an enemy of the nation and will be punished accordingly."”
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Employees in the communication and transport system "should not cooperative
with the enemy. At the first opportunity, they should vacate along with their means of
transport, the enemy-held areas". Proper attention should be paid to the food and
commodity needs of the people and in this matter the people should be encouraged to
produce more. "The people should remember that dependence on imported food or
articles will be suicidal. There should be greater emphasis on farm produce, reliance
on "local available goods and production in cottage industry."

Under Watch

The directive says that "in our national crisis, our number one enemies are those
who are black marketers, profiteers, hoarders and thieves. They should be kept under
watch and should be dealt with severely if necessary."

It adds: We should also be ever cautions about another kind of antisocial ami
criminal elements who are acting as traitors. They should be marked, because they
are our bitterest enemy. In the name of religion and a united country they are trying
to mislead the simple people. They are really the agents of the West Pakistan vested
interests.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh Government has declared that all members of the
former National Assembly will henceforth be called members of Parliaments or MPs
and those elected to the former Provincial Assembly will be known as MLA.s.

The Awami League, in a directive published in the Party's weekly Jai Bangla, has
directed all MPs and MLAs to stay in their respective areas and help the liberation
struggle. "If it appears absolutely impossible for an elected representative to stick to
his constituency, he should move to the nearest liberation army unit and supervise
training and arrange supplies for liberation fighters", the party directive says.

The MPs and MLAs who have gone on the other side of the border into India
should immediately act according to the Party directive, the Awami League high
command has ordered people who are young or middle-aged and, have taken shelter
in India should immediately enlist themselves for military training.

"Those who have taken shelter in refugee camps on the other side of the border to
save their lives should always keep it in mind that this is only a temporary
arrangement. They have not gone to India for permanent settlement."

PTI adds from Mujibnagar: Mr. A.H.M.Kamaruzzaman, Minister for Relief and
Rehabilitation, yesterday announced the setting up of a liaison office to ensure
"proper distribution of all available resources."

[The Statesman New Delhi-May 15, 1971]
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Interview report of Bangladesh Home Minister, Mr. A. H. M. Kamaruzzaman
on May 20,1971

The Pakistan military junta has failed to restore civil administration in areas
under its control in Bangladesh despite desperate efforts and it would never be able to
do so, the Bangladesh Home Minister Mr. A.H.M. Kamaruzzaman, told UNI in an
interview.

"The former civil servants of Bangladesh have vowed not to support the
occupational force, for every citizen in Bangladesh considers the army action as an
attack on his legitimate right to live as a free citizen of a free nation."

If the Pakistani claim of normalcy in Bangladesh was true why was it still barring
international organizations and bodies from Bangladesh, he asked. The Pakistani
rulers were concocting stories to hide the real state of affairs in Bangladesh from the
outside world. "They know if any impartial body is allowed into Bangladesh, the
mischievous propaganda and designs will stand revealed."

Regarding Pakistani propaganda that the troops had to intervene to put down
racial and communal riots, he said the liberation war was not against any religion.

"Our struggle is not opposed to Islam. The value and teachings of Islam shall be
preserved. The values and teachings of other religions shall also be protected. We
envisage a State which is free of exploitation. Our aim is to establish an egalitarian
and classless society in which there will be no barrier between man and man,
irrespective of his caste, color and creed."”

"Those who accept Bangladesh as their motherland and are connected with the
liberation war are our brothers. Those who are playing the role of quislings, whatever
their religion are our enemies, and the enemies of Bangladesh. They shall be tried by
people's courts."

He said: "The only solution to Pakistan's difficulties in Bangladesh is to withdraw
its troops and transfer power to the people of Bangladesh."

The Bengalis of Bangladesh could never form one nation with the people of West
Pakistan by any political or economic standard.

The atrocities committed by the troops had no parallel in history. "Our innocent
children have been killed, the modesty of our womenfolk has been outraged and our
houses have been destroyed."



45
AFNRCT TR @ Afrereics QoI =i

The whole scheme of the occupation army appeared to be to drive out Bengali

from their homeland to maintain the fiction of Bangladesh being part of Pakistani
nation.

The people of Bangladesh have heroically resisted this attempt and shall continue
to resist.

As declared in the Awami League manifesto, the administration of Bangladesh

Government would not only be "people-based", but would also before of corruption
and bureaucracy.
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Interview of Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed broadcast by the Swadhin Bangla Kendra
Report, dated May 29, 1971.

Bangladesh Prime Minister Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, has said that he failed to
understand how the democratic Governments of the world could support the
dictatorial regime of Pakistan, which was crushing the democratic aspirations of the
people of Bangladesh.

Mr. Ahmed told a foreign correspondent in an interview, broadcast by the
Swadhin Bangla Kendra: "We wanted to establish the democratic rights of the people
of Pakistan and to that end, we tried our best."

According to the radio monitored here Mr. Ahmed said. "We made all peaceful
attempts in this direction but Yahya's Army, most shamelessly cracked down on the
unarmed people of Bangladesh. We had no other alternative but to proclaim
independence for the 75 million democratic Bangalis of Bangladesh."

Meanwhile, Awami League sources ruled out a negotiated settlement of the
Bangladesh issue.

The radio, quoting Awami League circles said "Bangladesh is a free and
sovereign country today and there is no scope for talks."

These circles were commenting on a statement by the spokesman of the U.S.
State Department about a formula suggested by an emissary of Yahya Khan for a
settlement of the issue.

(The Hindustan Times, New Delhi-May 29, 1971)
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Text of comments of Mr. A. H. M. Kamaruzzaman, Bangladesh Home
Minister on Yahya's statement on May 30, 1971.

Somewhere in Bangladesh May 30, (UNIL. PTI) Pakistan; President Yahya Khan
had resorted to genocide in Bangladesh after "accepting our demand during our
parleys" and hence his words would never again be trusted, Bangladesh Home
Minister A.H.M. Kamaruzzaman said today.

General Yahya Khan had even promised to announce over the radio his
agreement with Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on 25th March but instead of doing so he
ordered his troops to wipe out the Bengali race, he added.

Mr. Kamaruzzaman was commenting on General Yahya Khan reported statement
in Karachi that he still intended to transfer power to civilian rule. "To us in
Bangladesh the name of General Yahya Khan does not connote a normal human
being: It connotes a blood-thirsty cold-blooded murderer, the greatest betrayer in
world history the disintegrator of Pakistan."

As such his words, however sweet or reasonable they might sound, would never
be accepted by the people of Bangladesh who would react to them correctly by
continuing the fight.

"Alter what has been done-the killing of innocent children and citizens the raping
of our women folk and challenging our nationality-it is impossible for the people of
Bangladesh to live under a common roof with the Pakistanis. How can we do so when
the design of General Yahya Khan and his henchmen is to wipeout the Bengali race?"

The basis of living together should be not merely brotherly feeling an mutual
consent but also implicit and explicit respect for each other. But this no longer exists,
Mr. Kamaruzzaman said.

LIE NAILED

Referring to General Yahiya Khan's statement that some of the Awami League
MNAs-elect had disqualified themselves from membership by their policies and
actions. Mr. Kamaruzzaman said "Pakistani rulers have no right to question the
authority of the Awami League members who have received the support of more than
98 per cent of the population.

"The power-drunk Pakistani imposters, who have no respect for democratic
values have also no right to judge on the authority of these members.
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"It was not the Awami League which broke off the talks. The Awami league had
not conceived of a war, not to talk of preparing for it.

"Now that a war has been thrust upon us, we shall continue to fight till the
Pakistanis are removed from our holy land.

"Those nations which preach and practice democratic principles and value should
try to protect the democratic forces now facing annihilation at the hands of the
occupation army in Bangladesh. They really are great who stand by the oppressed and
the suffering."

MARTYRS EXTOLLED

The Home Minister has also announced that the Bangladesh Government has
decided to take up the responsibility of the families of those who were killed,
seriously injured and disabled in their fight for the liberation of their motherland.

According to a Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra broadcast, Mr. Kamaruzzaman has
issued a circular to this effect and paid rich tributes to the martyrs and extolled the
heroic deeds of the Mukti Fouj.

The circular, released from the Ministry yesterday, said that those brave soldiers
and officers, who had shown such exemplary bravery, would be perpetual source of
inspiration to the future generations of the Bangla Government.

The broadcast said the government appreciated these heroic fights and would take
steps to rehabilitate all the disabled and invalid soldiers and the families of the
martyrs.

BENGALIS SACKED

Another broadcast disclosed that the West Pakistani military regime has started
systematic elimination of Bengalis from government service and autonomous
organizations in the "occupied areas of Bangladesh."

A broadcast said that out of 1,800 employees of the Pakistan International
Airlines, 1,100 employees-all Bengalis-had been screened out.

The broadcast said that 600 Bengali employees of another undertaking had
already been served with notice of dismissal. Those who were paid salaries for the
month of April, did not receive their pay for March when the non-cooperation
movement was launched by the Awami League.

The army authorities appointed a screening committee in order to carry out
systematic elimination of all Bengalis from the government offices in the Pakistan
occupied areas of Bangladesh, the broadcast added.

(PATRIOT, New Delhi-May 31, 1911)
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TAJUDDIN

Report of Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed's, interview with AH India Radio
on June 2, 1971

The Bangladesh Prime Minister, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed said in Mujibnagar today
that Bangladesh is sovereign and independent and its people will defend its separate
and free entity at all costs.

In an interview with All-India Radio, Mr. Ahmed reiterated our irrevocable
commitment to a policy of friendship for all, especially or neighbors irrespective of
variations in the response of world Powers to our present difficulties.

"Beyond this it is not possible to define too rigidly the foreign policy or a two-
month-old State", Mr. Tajuddin said in reply to a question. He added: "There are
encouraging developments and no final judgment need be made on the long-term
developments."

The Prime Minister said that any attempt, if made, to install a puppet government
in Dacca, will certainly be abortive for "no collaboration between the killers and the
quislings will be tolerated by the people of Bangladesh who are struggling for
securing and protecting their independence."

Asked about Pakistan Government's claim that Sheik Mujibur Rahman had been
taken to Dacca and that he had urged the people to co-operate with the army, Mr.
Ahmed said: "We do not know where exactly Sheikh Sahib has been detained by the
Pakistan Government. But the claim that has urged the people to co-operate with the
army of Pakistan should be rejected with utmost contempt. The claim is
preposterous.

Mr. Ahmed said his Government had approached the United States for
intervening for a political settlement. "We should like to make it absolutely clear to
everyone that there is no room for compromise within the frame work of Pakistan,
Bangladesh is sovereign and independent and we shall defend its separate and free
entity at any cost.

Big Powers' silence

Asked what was his Government's feeling about the silence or ambivalence of big
Powers, especially the U.S.A., the United Kingdom and the Soviet Union, Mr. Ahmed
replied: "Our friendship for all" policy shall continue to guide our foreign policy
irrespective of the variations in the response of world powers to our present
difficulties.
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He said the work of the emissaries sent by his Government abroad was bearing
fruit in creating favorable lobbies in these areas and in organizing public opinion in
favor of Bangladesh.

Asked about the present functioning of his Government, Mr. Tajuddin said it
never lost contact with the vast rural areas of Bangladesh and "we are in contact with
cities and towns in occupied areas through our local leadership cadres. We have set up
an administrative machinery for the areas within our control as well as a centralized
command for all operations aimed at driving the enemy out.

Questioned about the reported activities of the Leftist forces in Bangladesh, Mr.
Ahmed said that as far as Bangladesh was concerned "we do not know of any problem
of Leftist forces. Only the other day a nationwide election was held and the people of
Bangladesh rose as one man in support of their demands. And also all people,
irrespective of their political opinions, and all patriotic elements are rallying together
to give their unstinted support for the cause of the independence of Bangladesh.

He added: "Maulana Bhashani of the National Awami Party and other patriotic
leaders and elements have already held out their unqualified support to the struggling
people and the Bangladesh Government and demanded its recognition by other
countries."

(The Times of India, New Delhi-June 3, 1971)
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Safety of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed's Appeal to World Powers:

The Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed on June 13 appealed to
all nations of the world to ensure the safety of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, "the
undisputed leader of the people of Bangladesh," and to secure his release.

In a broadcast to the nation from Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra, he said that the
accusation of President Yahya Khan that the Sheikh had hatched a plot to arrest him
in Dacca was "as crude as it is grotesque."

Appealing to the nations of the world to accord recognition to the Bangladesh
Government, he said this Government alone represented legitimacy in our land
founded, as it is, upon the freely expressed will of its people. Our people have
completely repudiated the colonial rule based in West Pakistan and are now fighting
to defend their freedom."

"I should like to assure those who have not taken any position on our struggle or
have been only lukewarm towards it or opposed it outright, that the People's Republic
of Bangladesh is on the map of the world and the determination of its 75 million
people will keep it there. Is it rational for nations to ignore so vast a section of
mankind?" he asked.

In a special word to those Muslim and Arab countries who had not yet
condemned the mass slaughter in Bangladesh, he said: "It is a tragic error on their part
to think that Yahya's hordes are waging a war of Islamic righteousness in Bangladesh.
Their silence, therefore, condones colonialism and barbarism. Material support to
Islamabad puts them on the side of dictatorship."

The war of liberation, he said, was now in the 11th week and the valiant freedom
fighters had put despair into President Yahya Khan's heart. The staggering casualty
figure of the West Pakistani Army testified to the success of the defensive operations.
The twin methods of massive terror and under had not succeeded in breaking the will
of a nation determined to fulfill its destiny of freedom. The usurping enemy, on the
other hand, was in a hopeless mess.

The refusal of the people to co-operate had resulted in an economic crisis which
the military junta could not resolve without foreign aid. It had now resorted to
demonetization of 100 and 500-rupee currency notes. This was not only a plan
admission of its economic desperation but a shameless attempt to rob the people of
what was theirs in order to replenish its coffers in Islamabad.

Congratulating the people of Bangladesh on their heroic resistance, he said in the
new phase of their struggle, the freedom fighters were better organized and their ranks
were swelling with new recruits.
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NORTH BENGAL TOUR. REPORT OF HONORABLE
HOME MINISTER JANAB A.H.M. KAMARUZZAMAN : June 6 to 15

The honorable minister went on tour of the districts of Murshidabad, Malda,
Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri, Siliguri and Cooch Behar accompanied by Mr. Prasun
Majumdar, representative of Mukti Sahayak Samiti, Mr. Khalek Ahmed, I.G. of
Bangladesh. Mr. Abdur Rauf Choudhuri, M.P.A. (Kushtia), for the purpose of setting
up proper organisation in each district and visiting different transit training camps, to
look into the difficulties of the camps and posting of different M.P.A.s and M.N.A.s
in particular jobs.

Murshidabad : 6th.-7th, 15th.

D.M., S.P. and local M.P.A.s and M.N.A.s were interviewed. Visited Shekhpara
about 30 miles from Berhampore. Two camps are situated there, at a distance of Vi a
mile, strength 88+81 at present. In Surya Sen Bharti Sibir the incharge is Md. Hadi
whereas in Titu Mir B.S. Dr. Alauddin, both M.P.A. Sent for higher training 200
recently of which 10 refused on medical grounds were sent back. Accommodation
problem serious, preventing further recruitment. Diet very poor but it was surprising
to find there still was no discontent among the boys. Mostly students age 16 to 21.
Lack of arms general complaint. Most boys had no shoes & uniforms even during
guard of honor.

The political Liason for the district was chosen: Mr. Abdus Salam.

On the way back, on 15.6.71 the Lalgola Operation Camp was visited. Strength
250, mostly EPR, 10 M, 15 A, Commando 31, Explosives 50, sent for training 49. It
is a fine camp, with Captain Rashid officiating and Captain Gyasuddin in charge.

The DM, Mr. Ashok Chatterjee informed that the youth camp building will be
finished by end of June. Work already progressing fast.

Malda: 7th-8th, 13th.

Met workers and leaders at the Circuit house. Mr. Hafizuddin, M.N.A. is the
political Liason. Mehdipur camp under Dr. MynuddinAhmed, M.P.A., Adampur
under Mr. --- (Hasnu) are operation camps. Enayetpur under Dr. Mejbaul Hugq,
M.P.A. No of trainees poor so the Minister asked them to recruit vigorously so that he
could see better results when he visited them on his way back.

A. Hannan Choudhuri, district judge of East Dinajpur is staying in Malda town
and doing good work. He wanted to stay where he was in response to the Ministers
offer to have him in Calcutta for doing the judicial work of the Government in
Calcutta.
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On the way back, on 13.6.71 Enayetpur was visited. Strength 110, / 3-M, 1-A, 1-
EPR and rest student. Trainees sent 111 to date. Accommodation 200 may be raised to
250. DM Swayambhu Dey and BDO very active.

Mehdipur operation unit (161)-80 EPR, 19 Trained S, rest A & M.
Accommodation good. Ration from BSF.

Adampur unit started recently is just on the border (42). Other side of border free:
Bholahat.

Local Sangram Sahayak Samiti in above two districts cooperative.

Jalpaiguri, 9.6.71

After spending the 8th night in Siliguri the Minister crossed the border into a 100
sq. mile liberated area where the Tentulia camp is situated. C. in Charge: Sirajul
Islam. Sub sector commander Captain Nazrul. Strength 292. Few A and M. Rest EPR.
For the families of these personnel construction already started in the free zone
border. Ration supplied by local BDM. SS. Another camp for 1000 recruits to be
constructed on the border Ration will have to be arranged by the Siliguri BDMSSS.
Requirements for the EPR camp submitted to us.

From Tentulia on the same day we proceeded to Phulbari where a meeting of the
leaders and workers was called. In addition to S. Islam appointment was given to
Masraf Hossein, M.N.A. as Liason (Siliguri) and Kamruddin Mukhtar, M.P.A. was
asked to assist the Student League leader Rauf in Jalpaiguri.

Since there was controversy about annihilation of some people, thought to be
spies, it was ordered that henceforth action will be taken exclusively on the basis of a
list prepared by unanimous decision of the M.P.A. & M.N.A. Committee. We
proceeded to Jalpaiguri town but rain stopped our movement.

Cooch Bchar, 9.6.71.

Dewanganj camp was visited. About 100 students stay in tents out in the open,
nearest construction being Vi a mile, ration is very poor, accommodation situation
tight, but the moral of the students is still very high.

On 10.6.71 the Cooch Behar town camp situated in a ill ventilated go down was
visited Strength 210 or so. Local Sangram Sahayak Samiti not operating because of
non recognition by BDMSSS central office. No help from that source. Living
condition subhuman. Ration poor. Space may be enough. Camp in Charge:

One organisation is functioning there named Liberation Council. Political Liason
Motiur Rahman. Coochbehar Traders Society is also actively involved. From 8th to
11th our General Secretary Mr. Arun Moitra was also with us.

Next we visited the Sahibganj operating unit, strength 800. Discussed problems
with Congress worker of WB, Mr. Rajen Chatterijee. He reported unfair border trade.
Also reported was the study of 6 boys forced to leave from the Coochbehar Town
Camp to the other side of the border.
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In Sahibganj, Major Najesh in Charge, the BSF supplies ration rot 500 only. With
this 800 manage with difficulty. Cash money (Rs. 4,000/per week) was promised by
the Minister. Major suggested opening of a Bangladesh Bank in such units for the
deposition of money of armed forces. They also need a doctor. A compounder already
present there should be given appointment. Requirement list was submitted.

10.6.71 night meeting was held at Marwari guddi that is Bangladesh local
Karyalaya now. Differences among local parties and different sections of the
Bangladesh leaders as well exist. Some local party individuals also met the Minister
separately next morning. On 11th night Siliguri night halt.

Dinajpur, 12th-13th.

Islampur which we visited on 12th is a mixed force-student camp. A.M. EPR-110
and S-100. Camp in Charge Fazlul Mia finds his authority questioned by the BSF-
EPR clique. He is afraid to stay in the campsite. Trainees complain they have to tend
to cows. Kitchen I'/2 mile from camp. Money inflow from across the border reported.
But there is provision for the increase in strength upto 500.

Raigunj (Malone) was visited same day, where there are two camps 1 mile apart.
Azizur Rahman in charge of both camps whose composition is M 54, EPR 61 and TS
10 for the operation camp, and S 125 for the other one which consists mostly of
Hindu College students (60 %) Space short.

On 13.6.71 we visited what may be termed the best camp: Kurmail. Present
strength 700. Of these about 400 participated in guard of honor and listened to the
Ministers inspiring speech, drenched in heavy rain. Already 1000 have been sent for
training. (228+ 300+400). Trainer EPR. No ration they procured rice from other side.
Operations being conducted from here. Rifles 7-8 hundred. Captain explosives trainer.
Major trainer. Active work by Prof. Abu Syed, camp in Charge.

Bangalipur is 7 miles from Kurmail. Here we saw 143, 73 having joined (he
Kaiganj army camp. Another 89 will return soon. 4 grenades, 16 rifles and 3 stens in
stock. Camp in charge: Md. Jalil. They submitted requisition.

A general conclusion may be reached from the experience in visiting these
camps. Wherever the force and students have been segregated good results have been
observed.

The following, suggestions may be made from the experience of the tour:
(1)The EPR, BSF and the students training camps should be all segregated.
(2)A uniform better ration should be given to the trainees with immediate effect.

(3)The Central office of the BDMSS Samiti should immediately take steps
regarding Coochbehar. The situation in that district calls for quick action.

Report on the Existing Transit Training Camps in W.B.

The total number of transit training camps including operating units of East
Bengal forces will not be much larger than 40. In most of these the present strength is
around
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200, though there are some where strength is much less due to lack of
accommodation, restriction imposed by availability of ration etc. Including the
trainees that have been sent for higher training the number will be larger, in one camp
as much as 1700 (Kurmail, Dinajpur). The total number of trainees available at the
moment will be thus about 10,000 or so.

From our combined experience (i.e. Prasun Majumdar's North Bengal report, our
and R. Karlekars experience with 24 Prgs., and our trips to Nadia with Aminul Islam)
it is evident that no useful training or screening can be done in the existing training
camps. In the name of screening the Awami League M.P.A. and M.N.A_s indulge in
many vices, fully over the students and if caught at it try to back each other. There has
been no formal reporting or the 6 boys expelled from Coochbehar town camp, or the
75 boys expelled from Tollykhola camp in Bangaon sector. The information has been
received either accidentally or through local political leaders (Rajen Chatterjee of
Congress in the Coochbehar case). In addition there are reports of threats to
progressive Awami Leaguers, student leaguers and NAP boys in the camps
particularly in Nadia.

The ration is even now slow in improving, as in many instances the extra money
provided by the BDMSSS, is deposited to the Camp in charge. They only submit a per
head account, in many cases they do not stay in the camp and are difficult to meet so
that the acting camp in charge has to make shift arrangements most of the days. When
they, their friends or we visit the camps we are greeted with tea and snacks which
comes from this money. The necessity of a uniform standardized ration, impartial
screening and control on visitors to the camps are essential points.

Most leaders do not wash their dishes when they take food in the camps, they
refuse to do any manual work, complain about relief articles and their own health. The
boys are not only forced to do all the work in the camps by themselves, they even
have to do odd jobs like tending cows brought over from across the border. The lack
of the proper Political orientation and explanation of the motivation behind the
camping is seriously felt.

There is no realization of the mistakes in the struggle. People who have actively
participated in the resistance and felt the mistakes are pot encouraged to freely discuss
this. Instances of harm done by strong attachment to a locality or sentimental
attachment to places are very commonly heard nevertheless. The need of disregarding
such feeling in war effort should be impressed with force. 20 % or more recruitment
of Hindus is essential if they are to go back. This means recruitment of Scheduled
castes and NAP students since militant Hindus belong to one or the other. This should
be given top priority. The BSF and EPR should be segregated from the students
everywhere. BSF transfers are advised at many places: a recent Murshidabad transfer
did much good. Captain Subhas near Islampur (Thakubari) camp in Dinajpur is
another deserving case.
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
FINANCE DEPARTMENT.

Memo. No. Dated the 18th June, 1971.

To
The Zonal Administrator,

Subject:-Payment of salary subsistence allowance and lump grants.

It has been decided that all categories of teachers will be paid a lump grant of Rs.
50/- (fifty) each at their respective Zonal Headquarters Krishnanagar, Balurghat,
Coochbihar and Agartala. The Zonal Administrators will therefore prepare bills of
teachers residing within their respective Zones as per bio-data of teachers lying with
them and of those to be sent by the General Administration Department. On receipt of
these bills some representatives will go to the Zonal H. Qrs. from this office and make
payments as per proforma to be drawn.

As regards payments to officials of Government, Semi-Government and
Autonomous bodies, it has been decided that Zonal Administrators will prepare bills
of officials other than Police personnel, Doctors and teachers of all categories residing
within their respective Zones as per the present address given in the bio-data lying in
his office and to be sent from the Finance Department in two categories-one for those
where services have been effectively utilized by the Zonal Administrator and the other
for those whose services have not yet been utilized at the following rates as decided
by the Cabinet.

(1)For officials whose services have been effectively utilized:

(a) Class I Officers-75 % of their pay subject to a maximum of Rs. 500/per
month.

(b) Class II Officers-80% of their pay subject to a maximum of Rs. 400/per
month.

(c) Class III & IV officials-full pay subject to a maximum of Rs. 100/- per month.
(2) For officials not yet absorbed:

(a) Class I Officers-37'/i% of their pay subject to a maximum of Rs. 250/-

(b) Class II Officers-40% of their pay subject to a maximum of Rs. 200/-
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(c) Class III and IV Officials-50% of their pay subject to a maximum of Rs. 150/-
You are, therefore, requested to prepare bills of
(1) Officials absorbed by you in the Zonal Administration and for

(a) Officials not yet absorbed but residing in your Zone as per their bio-data for
the month of June, 1971.

You are also requested to prepare bills for teachers of all categories for lump
grant at a flat rate of Rs. 50/- only and send the same to this Department as early as
possible for taking necessary action from this end.

Sd/-.. KA. Zaman
Secretary

Finance Department.
Dated: 18.6.71

Copy to:- (1) Secretary, General Administration Dept. for information and
necessary action.

(2) O.S.D. POLICE with request to prepare bills for Police Personnel.
(3) Secretary, Technical Association for information and necessary action..

(4) Member of health Services for information.

Sd/-. K A. Zaman
Secretary
Finance Department
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CONFIDENTIAL.

MINUTES AND DECISIONS OF THE CABINET
MEETING HELD ON 22.6.71 at 10-00A.M.

All Members of the Cabinet and the C-in-C attended. The Cabinet took note of
the following problems:

1. Attempts by private armed personnel to deal with the enemy on their own;

2. Issue of conflicting orders by various departments which were at times
contrary to Cabinet decisions and derogatory to defense interests;

3. Members of the National and Provincial Assemblies designated for specific
purposes failing to discharge their duties, particularly in respect of selection and
screening of trainees which permitted infiltration of the trainees' ranks by enemy
agents;

4. Co-ordination of the Youth Camps Organization and the problems arising out
of private and isolated attempts to organize such Camps.

Cabinet approved the Scheme of Youth Camps.
The Cabinet met again at 6-00 P.M. in the afternoon.

No discussion took place.
Cabinet Secy.
Copy to all PSs to the President and Ministers & ADC to C-in-C.
Cabinet Secy.
CONFIDENTIAL

MINUTES AND DECISIONS OF THE CABINET
MEETING HELD ON 23.6.71 at 10-00 A.M.

The Cabinet again took up the Youth Camp Scheme as presented before it. The
Scheme was approved with certain modifications.

The Cabinet also decided that members of the National and Provincial
Assemblies would be given an allowance of Rs. 50.00 with effect from 1.5.71 to
cover their movement and petty expenses.

Cabinet Secy.
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Copy to:
AU PSs to the President and Ministers,
ADC to C-in-C.
Director-General, Youth Camp.
Cabinet Secy.
CONFIDENTIAL.

MINUTES ANI) DECISIONS OF THE CABINET
MEETING HELD ON 24.6.71 at 10 A.M.

The Cabinet discussed the Scheme for Zonal Administration placed before it. The
following decisions were taken in respect of the Scheme:

1. 5 Zonal Administrative Set-Ups were approved;

2. Each Zone will have a Zonal Administrative Council composed of all the
elected representatives living within that Zone;

3. The Zonal Administrative Council will ensure implementation of all the
Cabinet Policies and directives; and,

4. The Council would elect one of their members as Chairman and the Zonal
Administrator would act as the Member-Secy.

The Cabinet also decided to constitute President's War Fund with the following
Members:

1. Syed Nazrul Islam, Acting President.
2. Mr. Tajuddin Ahmed, P.M.
3. Khandakar Mostaque Ahmed, 'Foreign Minister.
4. Mr. Phani Mazumder, M.P.A.
5. Mr. M. R. Siddiqui. M.N.A.
Cabinet Secy.
Copy to All PSs to the President & Ministers.

Mr. Phani Mazumdar, M.P .A.
Mr. M. R. Siddiqui, M.N.A.

Cabinet Secy.
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YAHYA WILL GET A REPLY ON THE BATTLEFIELD
Syed Nazrul Islam, Bangladesh Acting President's radio broadcast
on June 30, 1971

Syed Nazrul Islam, Acting President of the People's Republic of Bangladesh, has
said that freedom fighters would give a befitting reply on the battlefield to Gen.
Yahya Khan's "audacious" radio broadcast, reports PTL

According to Radio Bangladesh, the Acting President said in a statement that the
Pakistan resident's speech did not merit any serious consideration. About 75 million
freedom fighters had listened to his speech with "hate and disgust".

Syed Nazrul Islam said: "We are now in the middle of a war of liberation. We
cannot rest until we eliminate every alien soldier from our soil".

Cruel joke

According to The Statesman Special Representative, the. National Awami Party
(led by Wali-Muzaffar) of Bangladesh has described President Yahya Khan's
constitutional plan as a cruel joke perpetrated on the 75 million people of
Bangladesh".

(The Statesman, New Delhi- July 2, 1971.
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Dear Young Brothers,
I am proud and happy to see you today.

I know many of your parents were trying to give you higher education straining
their last resources, so that you are established in your life to become their support in
future.

But by a cruel irony of fate you have been forced to leave your schools and
colleges to take up arms, as the responsibility of saving the honor of your own
motherland in order to put her up in pride has fallen on you. We must take the
responsibility of rescuing our fond mothers and sisters from, the unspeakable shame
and torture which Yahiya’s Punjab army is imposing on them.

In this connection I recall my young student friends who have taken the duty of
sitting in examination as of little importance at the present juncture. My student
friends know that the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta University had considerately
agreed to make arrangements for those willing to sit for their due examinations. I am
proud to observe that not one of our students appeared before me with a petition to sit
for examination; on the contrary all of them have come with the same plea, the plea to
train them up as Soon as possible in the art of modern military practice in this crisis
period of our country. They have thus taken the vow to free the country from the
scum of tortures.

The indescribable atrocity to which our innocent brothers and sisters have been
subjected, resulting in the extermination of more than a million, and in the shame of
our countless mothers and sisters, this atrocity is now being opposed by your
determined will in such a way as can never be resisted by the Punjabi army.

It is true that for the moment we have backed out from frontal attack, but from
the point of view of military tactics this has an important aspect, this temporary retreat
is by means a defeat. We have to be better prepared this time for a much bigger
offensive.

We know under what extreme hardship and inconvenience you are taking this
military training; You also know how limited are our resources; but whatever help,
whatever finance we shall be able to collect, every bit of it will be spent for you. This
is our decision.

Because we know that it is you who will free the country and take back these
millions of displaced evacuees to their own place with dignity, this way we shall be
doing the best for the countless people wanting shelter across the border, and also
help the country which is heavily burdened by the hospitality extended to them.

We are grateful to the people of India, the way the Government of India has
helped us is unprecedented. This active sympathy of the Indian Government inspired
us. Still we



66
AFNRCT TR @ Afrereics QoI =i

must remember how difficult it is for a country to bear the burden of 6 or 7
million refugees.

It may occur to many that may be we are also responsible to a great extent for this
war. But I want to make it clear that we are not in the least responsible for this. The
complete betrayal of Yahiya Khan has put this on us.

On the basis of our 6-point demand, in a discussion on the 24th March, an
agreement was reached; Yahiya even signed on that document. It was decided he will
proclaim this agreement on the 25th night.

On 25th March he went to Karachi in a special plane, and the Khan army started
their on slaughter suddenly, in the dead of the night, on our students, police, E.P.R.
and the poor common people dwelling in the slums. This treachery is unique; beyond
any comparison in History- Yahiya is a traitor. The aim of this inhuman barbaric
attack is to ensure that we as Bengalis will never be able to raise our head again.
Brothers, keep in mind the treachery of these man-eaters.

They will not allow any young men between the age of 16 to 30 to live and they
have also preyed on girls of this age. Even now they are pushing thousands of naked
young girls towards the frontier.

We must change this terrible situation. We must raise our head in pride as an
independent Bengali nation.

We must remember nobody ever makes a gift to you of your freedom you have to
earn it. If we think somebody else will win our freedom for us, we shall commit utter
folly. We must continue the fight for freedom. May be many will come forward to
help. But the fight will have to be yours and mine.

If any of you have any doubt about the victorious outcome of this war with the
modern well equipped Pakistan Army, I am telling you to always keep in mind that
seven and a half crore of Bengalis are with you in this fight. The fight of self-
preservation of the Bengalis in the wide world will have the name of each soldier,
each freedom-fighter, written in gold in the pages of History.

Written in blood before our eyes today is small Vietnam. She is not insignificant
any more, commanding infinite power she has inflicted the worst crisis on American
Imperialism with all its modern arms and equipment.

The victory of Vietnam is certain; there will be no exception for us.

You must be also familiar with the freedom fight of the people of Algeria. Under
extreme difficulty they build up their strong liberation force through a Government
formed abroad, and freed their motherland from Imperialism.

We must remember we have had to face this terrible war to make up for the
mistake we did in 1947. Our first and foremost introduction is that we are Bengalis.
Religion is our private affair. Religion can never be the stick to gauge a Nation. The
role of religion in governing a Nation is also minimal. The soul of a country is formed
by its
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geographical location is also language, its cultural habits and its affinity to local
friendly communities. Religion comes next and is a matter of personal conviction. We
believe in the equality of all religions. Just as a Muslim has the freedom to go to the
Mosque, so the Hindu has his right to go to the temple, the Christian to the Church. In
a similar way everybody has his own right to pursue his own Religion. Whatever his
creed all subjects of Bangladesh have the same fundamental right.

We did not want to divide Pakistan into two, but the Punjabi leaders want to turn
our country into a colony and want to wipe out all our traditional peculiarity, and that
is why things, have come to this turn.

You have taken arms to end this. Our conviction is that we shall soon evict the
Pakistan Army from our motherland and free our country.

We shall establish such a society in which there will be no exploitation no rich
and poor, no class will be big or small, there will be only one class there and that is
man. The basis of our economy will be socialism.

Finally I want to inform you on behalf of my Government that the basis for the
future army of the country will be you. Those who shall excel in the freedom fight,
those who will prove themselves to be the finest fighters, they will give the leadership
to our future army.

Leadership you cannot pick in the street. Remember one has to earn leadership as
well. So those who can prove themselves will, provide this leadership.

If we just watch as bystanders, if we the leaders do not participate in your
hardship, in your sorrows, if we dream of staying leaders in comfort, then definitely
you will remove us from leadership.

We have decided those who will enlist for freedom fight will have their families
taken care of by the Government. The Bangladesh Government will take care of the
welfare and protection of the lives of the families of those, who become martyrs or
who become disabled in the freedom fight for ever.

We have also decided, we shall reward those who show special courage in the
freedom fight.

Already our programmed has become disciplined and regular. Henceforth we
may be able to lighten the burden of hardship that you so willingly have endured
during training. We shall try to improve the bare subsistence ration with a wholesome
and rounded diet. We shall always remember you are our main force and, final
strength.

Joi Bangla
A. H. M. Kamaruzzaman
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Military Victory The Only Solution: The Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Mr.
Tajuddin Ahmed, declared on July 15 that "military victory is the only solution to the
situation in Bangladesh."

The People, English weekly published from Bangladesh, said that Awami
League members of the National and Provincial Assemblies at a meeting had taken an
"oath of all-out War till victory."

The report said that 110 members of the National Assembly and 200 members of
the Provincial Assembly had attended the meeting, which was held somewhere in
Bangladesh.

The oath read: "The enemy shall be engaged not only on land, but also in the air
and on the sea if need be, and shall be defeated once and for all to safeguard the
independence of the people of Bangladesh."

The meeting decided to re-name the Mukti Fauj (liberation army) as "Mukti
Bahini" (liberation forces) signifying the "advent of the air force and the navy."

Meanwhile, the Mukti Fauj has now over 1,20,000 men, comprising about 40,000
troops of the East Bengal Regiment, East Pakistan Rifles, constabulary and about
80,000 volunteers.

The Fauj is led by a large number of Bengali officers of the Pakistan Army who
have defected and joined the freedom fighters.

This estimate of the strength of the Mukti Fauj was given in Poona (India) on
July 28 by Mr. Sadashiv Bagaitkar, SSP leader, who returned after an extensive tour
of the areas in East Bengal, where the Mukti Fauj is in control.

Mr. Bagaitkar said that a large number of volunteers were students, youth
workers and peasants. They were being trained in the use of arms and the technique of
fighting, especially in guerrilla warfare.

The Mukti Fauj, according to him, was running 24 training camps for volunteers.
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MINUTES AND DECISION OF THE CABINET MEETING HELD ON
17.7.71 at 5.30 P.M.
All Members of the Cabinet as well as the C-in-C were present.

It was decided that henceforth the Cabinet would regularly meet on Mondays and
Fridays-the meeting on Fridays being exclusively devoted to discuss defense matters.

The Cabinet deliberated on the report submitted by the C-in-C on defense matters
with special reference to the meeting of the Sector Commanders held on 10th to 15"
July, 1971.

The Publicity matters of the Government were particularly considered and it was
decided to lay special emphasis on radio, newspapers, official handouts, pictorial
publicity such as films and write-ups etc.

The Zonal Administrative setup was reviewed and it was decided that there
would be 8 Zones now instead of 5 and that the Eastern Zone would have the option
to divide itself, if the case so demanded.

It was further decided that the private individuals owning vehicles would be
compensated for, in case the Govt. decided to use their vehicles for public purposes.

The Scheme for establishment of a Trade and Commerce Promotion Board was
approved.

Cabinet Secretary.
Copy to all PSs to the President and Ministers.
Cabinet Secretary.
MINUTES AND DECISION OF THE CABINET MEETING HELD ON
18.7.71
The following decisions were taken:

1. Prof. Rehman Sobhan was appointed as an Envoy Extra-ordinary with a
special assignment of looking after the economic affairs of the Government of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh. Mr. M. R. Siddiqui, M.N.A. was appointed as an
Envoy with head quarters at Washington.

Cabinet Secretary.

Copy to all PSs to the President and Ministers,
Prof. Rehman Sobhan,
Mr. M. R. Siddiqui, M.N.A

Cabinet Secretary.
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GOVT. OF THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH.
FINANCE DEPARTMENT.
Dated '19th July, 1971
Memo No. Fin/29(12)

To: (1) Private Secy. to President,
(2)Private Secy. to Prime Minister,
(3)Secretary, Cabinet Division,
(4)Secretary, General Administration Dept.,
(5)Secretary, Finance Department,
(6)Secretary, Foreign Affairs,
(7)Secretary, Home Affairs,
(8)Secretary, Education Dept,
(9)Relief Commissioner.

(10)Director, Youth Camp,
(11)All Zonal Administrators,
(12)Secretary, Information & Publicity.

Enclosed please find herewith a copy of Provisional financial Rules for your
guidance and necessary action.

(K. A. Zaman)
Finance Secretary
PROVISIONAL FINANCIAL RULES

1. Provisional budget will be approved by the cabinet and authenticated by the
president.

2. No new head of expenditure could be opened without Cabinet approval after
the budget is authenticated by the President.

3. Budget allocation in the existing heads of expenditure shall not be exceeded
without prior approval of the supplementary budget by the Cabinet.

4. (a) Allocation under each head of expenditure will be divided under Sub-
heads.

(b) Re-appropriation from one sub-head to another sub-head shall not be
allowed without prior permission from the subject to approval of the cabinet.
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(c) Where block allocation has been provided, the Drawing and
Disbursing Officer shall submit detailed estimates under each Sub-head. No
funds will be released to such departments, unless the detailed estimates are
approved by the Finance Minister.

5. Heads of the Departments/Chairman, Zonal Council and Administrative Zones
shall be the Drawing and Disbursing Officer.

6. Funds will be released on monthly basis and no funds will be released if the
monthly statement of expenditure is not submitted to the Finance Department. Details
statement in case of Foreign Missions being excepted.

7. (a) Bills should be presented before funds are drawn.

(b) Vouchers must be submitted as soon as the funds are utilized.

(©) Unspent balance should be intimated in the first week of the following
month.

(d) All papers relating to receipts and expenditures shall be properly

maintained for inspection.

8. (a) The Drawing and Disbursing Officers shall be responsible for the maintenance
of proper accounts.

(b) Accounts Officers will be appointed by Finance Deptt. to assist the
Drawing and Disbursing Officer.

9. In order to ensure proper financial discipline. Finance Deptt. will appoint Auditors
to audit the accounts of all deptts. and agencies.

10 (a) In the Central Secretariat, all bills will be presented to the Accounts
Officer, Finance Section.

(b) There shall be a Central payment Officer at the Central Secretariat for all
Deptts. and agencies. The bills of all Departments shall be presented there and
payment will be made from the Central Pay Office.

(c) All funds belonging to the Govt. of Bangladesh shall be kept either in the
Bank in the name of the Govt. or in the name of individuals so authorized by the
Cabinet/or in the vaults to be located in the Central Treasury of Bangladesh. All
accounts shall be maintained under the Treasury rules as followed by the Govt. Funds
cannot be managed or operated by anybody other than authorized persons of the Govt.

Sd/(K. A. Zaman)
Finance Secretary.

EXPLANATORY NOTE OF THE BUDGET

The budget for the Govt. of Bangladesh has been prepared under very unusual
circumstances. We are in the midst of liberation War. The invading army of West
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Pakistan has caused colossal damage to the lives and properties of the people of
Bangladesh. Economic life of the people has been completely shattered and the
country is in acute economic crisis. A famine is imminent. Our first and foremost task
is to liberate' the country as quickly as possible. Simultaneously, we should initiate
action to enlist the of friendly countries and international agencies to ward off the
imminent famine.

Since we are engaged in liberation struggle, the budget has been prepared to meet
the essential expenditures which will directly and indirectly help the cause of war
efforts. The budget has been prepared for a period of three months from July to
September, 1971. This has been done with the expectation that we shall be able to
liberate the country within that period.

The budget estimate has been prepared without any basis of actual because most
of the organizations have either recently been set up or being set up. During the last
three months we, however, incurred some expenditures monthly on adhoc allocation
basis.

We also faced another difficulty in formulating the budget because of the fact that
many departments did not send their budget estimates in time inspire of the fact that
we requested them to do so by 30th June. This might be due to the reason that the
departments are yet to draw up the structural set up and to fix the objectives, We have,
however, kept block provision for these department. Allotment under block provision
will not, however, entitle them to incur expenditure until they send the scheme of their
objectives and the structural set up to attain them along with proper justification for
our examination and concurrence.

We have tried to keep down the projected expenditures to the minimum in view
of the fact that our sources of revenue are limited and yet uncertain. This, however,
does not mean that in case of need we shall not be able to mobilize the resources. We
have already got very good response from the overseas Bengalese and friendly
countries. We are confident that we shall be able to mobilize the necessary resources
to achieve our main objective of liberating the country.

We would, however, like to keep the Cabinet informed about the present resource
position of the Govt. We have been able to mobilize an amount of Rs. 11, 22,
80,378.00 which were brought over from various treasuries and banks of Bangladesh.
This, however, took some time for reasons beyond our control. As a result we stand to
lose about 40% to 50% due to demonetization. We are yet to get funds from two other
places amounting to roughly about Rs. 2,00,000,00 (Two Crores). Out of the amount
till now received, we arranged to convert Rs. 4, 23, 38,750.00. We are also trying to
mobilize some funds by selling some commodities like jute, fertilizer, tea, rice etc.
which were brought over by the freedom fighters in different places. This, however,
will require effective help and co-operation of Indian Govt. and also that of our
MNAs & MPAs. Till now we have got about Rs 1, 00,000.00 (One-Lac) out of sale
proceeds of jute. We expect to get a few lacs more out of the sale proceeds of other
commodities.

The budget has been prepared for three months with the projected expenditures of
Rs. 2, 15, 64051.75. Assuming that it may have to be expended up to eon year, the
total
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financial liability will be Rs. 8,62,48,204.00. As against this, we have projected
our receipts at Rs. 7, 74, 18,998.00. Thus there will be still a deficit of Rs. 88,
29,206.00.

We are passing through an emergency period. So, we do not intend to inhibit any
effort by any quarter directed to the cause of liberation war by following blindly the
stereotype financial rules and niceties of procedures but at the same time, we shall try
to observe the minimum financial discipline order to maintain proper accounts of
receipts and expenditures. Since our resources are limited, we shall try to utilize them
in the best possible manner to obtain maximum results.

BUDGET AT GLANCE

Abstract of Receipt and Expenditure

RECEIPTS

Account No. 1

(Own resources)
(A) Pak currency:

Already received
Expected

less 50 %

(lost due to
demonitization)
Less converted

(B) Indian Currency:

(Converted)
Account No.2

(Trading Account)

1. Sale proceeds of Jute,
Tea, Fertilizer,

Rice etc.

Account No.3

(Grants and Donations)
1.Already received
2.Expected

1. President's Secretariat
2. Prime Minister and
Ministers

Rs.11,22,80,378.00
Rs. 2.00,00.000.00

Rs.6,61,40,189.00
Rs.4.23,38.750.00

Rs. 3,26,12,558.00

Rs. 10,00,000.00

Rs. 50,05,001.00
Rs. 2.00.00.000.00

EXPENDITURE.
Rs.
Rs.

Rs. 13,22,80,378.00

Rs. 10,84.78,939.00
Rs. 2,38,01,439.00

Rs. 6,36,17,559.00

52,316.00
38,400.00
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3. Cabinet Division Rs. 65,650.00
4. General Administration Rs. 3,69,400.75
Department
5. Administrative Zones Rs. 5,22,583.00
(Including Sub-Zones) Rs. 43,702.00
0. Finance Department Rs. 2,13,000.00
7. Health Department Rs. 10,09,750.00
8. Relief Department Rs.  3,00,000.00
9. Education Department Rs.  1,50,000.00
10. Information and Publicity Rs.  6,00,000.00

(Including Broadcasting)

11. Foreign Affairs Rs.  2,50,000.00
12. Home Deptt. Rs.  3,20,250.00
13. Law and Parliamentary affairs Rs.  6,97,000.00
14. Contingency Rs.1,37,00,000.00
15. Youth Camp Rs 10.00,000.00
16. Defence Rs.1.93.32.051.75

Total (for three months)

Total estimated expenditure Rs.7,73,28,207.00
for one year

CONSOLIDATED BUDGET ESTIMATE FOR THREE MONTHS
FROM JULY-SEPTEMBER, 1971

SCHEDULE-1

President's Secretariat for three months from

1. Salary & Allowances July-December, 1971

1. President's House Rent -Rs. 21,816.00

(@ 1000X3) - Rs. 3,000.00

3.President's T. A. D. A etc. _ Rs. 3.000.00
(@ 1.000X3)

- Rs. 1,500.00

4.Presidents Sumptuary allowance
(@ 500X3)
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. Contingent Expenditure for
Purchasing Dailies. Magazines,
Repair and maintenance of vehicles etc.
(@ 1,000X3)

. Protocol affairs, entertainment
of VIPs etc.

. Amount placed at the discretion
of the President

. Reserve to meet emergencies

Total

SCHEDULE-II

a)Prime Minister & Ministers :
1.Salary & Allowance,

2.House Rent for Ministers

3.T. A. of Ministers

4.Sumptuary allowances of Minister

5.Fund Placed at the discretion
of Ministers

b)Cabinet Division

1.Salary & Allowance,

2.House Rent, Medical allowance
Conveyance etc.

3.Repairing & Maintenance of
Vehicles

4.Telephone & Electricity
5.Miscellaneous

6.Reserve to meet emergencies
7.Stationery

8.P&T

9.Trunk Call

Rs. 3,000.00

Rs. 10,000.00 (lump)

Rs. 5,000.00
Rs.  5,000.00
Rs. 52,316.00

Rs. 15,300.00

Rs. 5,100.00

Rs.  9,000.00

Rs. 4,000.00

Rs. 5.000.00 _Rs. 38,400.00

Rs. 20,400.00
Rs. 12,700.00
Rs. 5,000.00
Rs.  1,050.00
Rs.  6,000.00
Rs. 12,000.00
Rs.  3,000.00
Rs.  1,500.00

Rs. 3,000.00 Rs. 65,650.00
Rs. 1,04,050.00

75
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SCHEDULE-III

General Administration Department:

1 Salary & Allowance - Rs.  33,600.75

2. Postage & Telegram - Rs. 3,800.00
3. Maintenance & repair of Vehicles B Rs. 5,000.00
4. Stationery - Rs.  6,000.00
5. Traveling Expenses - Rs.  4,500.00
6. Miscellaneous Contingent expenses - Rs. 1,500.00
7. Provision for 5 typewriters to be - Rs. 15,000.00
Purchased
8. Subsistence Allowance for - Rs. 3.00.000.00
Govt. employees (Block provision) Total Rs. 3694000.75= Rs. 3694000.75

b) Administrative Zones (including Sub-zonal offices):

1. Salary & Allowance Rs. 4,09,098.00
2. Stationery Rs. 1,500.00
3. Postage & telegram Rs. 4,500.00
4. House Rent for Zonal offices Rs. 6,000.00
5. Maintenance & Repair of Vehicles Rs. 5,000.00
6. Traveling expenses Rs. 7,500.00
7. Reserve for appointment Rs. 10,000.00

in coming month

8. Arrear pay for April &

Vo foy Rs. 3,985.00
ay or Northern Zone Rs. 75.000.00

9. Sub-zonal offices Total Rs. 5,22,583.00= Rs.5,22.583.00

Total of (a & b).. . Rs. 8,91,983.75

SCHEDULE-IV

Finance Department:

1. Salary & Allowance Rs. 18,702.00
2. Contingent Expenses Rs. 15,000.00.
3. Reserve to meet emergencies Rs. 10.000.00

Total Rs. 43,702.00
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SCHEDULE-V
Health Department:
1. Salary & Allowance Rs. 18,000.00
2. Establishment & contingency Rs. 7,500.00
3. Transport Expenses Rs. 3,000.00
4. House Rent Rs. 4,500.00
5. Subsistence Allowance Rs. 1.80.000.00
Total Rs. 2,13,000.00
SCHEDULE-VI
Relief Department:
1. Salary & Allowance Rs. 9,750.00

Rs. 10.00,000.00
Rs. 10,09,750.00

2. Block provision for relief operation

SCHEDULE-VII (Block provision)

1. Education Department Rs. 3,00,000.00

. — Rs. 1,50,000.00

2. Information & Publication Rs. 6.00.000.00

3. Foreign affairs Rs. 2,50,000.00

. Rs. 10,00.000.00

4. Home affairs Rs. 23.00,000.00
5. Defence"

SCHEDULE-VIII

Law & Parliamentary affairs:-

1. Pay of MNAs & MPAs Rs. 2,70,000.00
(200x 450 x 3)
2. Contingent expenditure of Zonal Rs. 50,250.00
Rs. 3,20,250.00

Administrative Council (5 Zones)

SCHEDULE-IX

Provision for further appointments of

officers and staff :- Rs. 5.55.000.00

1. Salary & Allowance (Block provision) Rs. 1,42.000.00
Rs.  6,97,000.00

2. Other expenses



AFNRCT TR @ Afrereics QoI =i

SCHEDULE-X

Youth Camp :-

1. Expenditure @ 2/- per head per day for 75 Rs. 1,35,00,000.00
youth camps 1000 youths for 3 months

(75X1000X2X 90)
2. Salary & Allowance
(block provision) Rs.

Rs.  1,00,000.00
Total Rs. 1,37,00,000.00

1,00,000.00

3. Miscellaneous

CONSOLIDATED BUDGET FOR JULY-SEPTEMBER, 1971

SCHEDULE-1 Rs. 52,316.00
2. Rs. 1,04,050.00
3. Rs. 8,91,933.75
4. Rs. 43,702.00
5. Rs. 2,13,000.00
6. Rs. 10.09,750.00
7. Rs. 23,00,000.00
8. Rs. 3,20,250.00
9. Rs. 6,97,000.00
10. Rs. 1.37.00.000.00

Grand Total Rs

(Rupees Two Crore Thirteen Lacs Thirty Two Thousand Fifty One and Paisa Seventy

Five Only)

Annexure-I

Details of Budget for July-September, 1971-Schedule-1

(a) 1.President's (Officiating) pay Rs. 2,000.00x3

2. Pay of P. S to the President Rs. 500.00x 3
3. ADC Rs. 500x3
4. Staff officers (3) 500x3x3

2,13,32,051.75

=Rs.6,000.00
=Rs.1,500.00
=Rs.1,500.00
= Rs.4.500.00

78
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5 Astt. Staff Officer 400x3 =Rs

6 Class-III Employees (7) 1,872x3 =Rs

7 Class-IV Employees(3) 500x3 =Rs
Total =Rs

(b) 1. Presidents House Rent 1000x3 =Rs
2. Presidents T.A & D.A etc 1000x3 =Rs

3. Presidents supplementary Allowance 500x3 =Rs

1,200.00
5,616.00
1,500.00
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21,816.00

3,000.00
3,000.00
1,500.00

4. Contingent expenditure of purchasing vehicles 1000x3 =Rs 3,000.00

etc
5. Protocol affairs, entertainment of VIP’s etc

6. Amount placed at the discretion president.
7. Reserve to meet emergency

Annexure-I1

(a) Details of Budget for July-September, 1971-SCHEDULE-II

J—

Pay of Prime Minister

2. Pay of Minister

3. House Rent of Prime Minister

4. House Rent of Ministers

5. T.A. of Ministers

6. Supplementary allowance of Prime Minister &

other Ministers

7. Fund placed at the discretion of Prime Minister
& Other Ministers

(b) Cabinet Divistion :

1. Pay of two class-1 officers

=R

=R

S 10,000.00

S 5,000.00

=Rs 5.000.00

=Rs. 30,500.00

Grant Total Rs. 52,316.00

1,500x3 =Rs. 4,500.00
1,200x3x3 =Rs. 10,800.00
500x3 =Rs. 1,500.00
400x3x3 =Rs. 3,600.00
3,000x3 =Rs. 9,000.00
4,000.00

=Rs. (lump)

=Rs. 5,000.00

=Rs. 38,400.00

500x4x3 =Rs. 6,000.00
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Pay of our class-II officer

Pay of four class-Ill employees

Pa

y of eight orderlies

(Two for each Minister)

Pa

y of Two Office Peons

Pay of Four Drivers
(One for each Minister)

(c) Contingent Expenditure

1.

© N v AW

House Rent and.....Allowance ... et

Reserve to meet emergency

500x3x3
250x4x3
100x8x3

100x2x3
200x4x3
Total

Repairing & Maintenance of vehicles 2000 x 3
Telephone & Electricity 350x3
Miscellaneous 2000x3
Stationery 1000 x 3
P&T 500x3
Trunk Call 1000 x3

80

=Rs. 6,000.00
=Rs. 3,000.00
=Rs. 2,400.00

=Rs.  600.00
=Rs. 2400.00
=Rs. 20,400.00

=Rs. 12,700.00
=Rs. 6,000.00

=Rs. 1,050.00
=Rs. 6,000.00

=Rs. 3,000.00
= Rs. 1,500.00
=Rs. 3,000.00

=Rs. 12.000.00
=Rs. 45.250.00

Grand Total a+b+c = Rs. 1,04.050.00

Annexure-IIT
Details of Budget for July-September, 1971-Schedule-Ill

(a) General Administration Department
1.Pay of class-1 officers (10)

2. Pay of class-Ill Employees (18)
3. Pay of Class IV employees (13)

(b) Contingent Expenditure :

1.

M

=

Postage & Telegram

Stationery

Miscellaneous & repair of Vehicles
Traveling Expenditure

Miscellaneous contingent expenditures

Provision for 5 Typewriters to be purchased

Subsistence allowance to Govt.
Employees (Block Provision)

4807.50 x 3
4728.08 x 3
1664.00 x 3

2,000x 3

1,500x3
500x 3

5,000x 3

Grand Total

Rs. = 14,422.00
Rs.= 14,188.25
Rs. = 4,992.00

Rs= 33,600.25

Rs. = 3,800.00
Rs. = 6,000.00
Rs. = 5,000.00
Rs. = 4,500.00
Rs. = 1,500.00

Rs. = 15,000.00

Rs. = 3,00.000.00

Rs.=  3,36.800.00

Rs. 3.69.400.00
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Annexure-IV
Administrative Zone

. Central Zone :
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(a) Pay of Class-I Officers 9,508 x 3=Rs. 28,524.00
(b) Pay of Class-II Officers 5,375 x 3=Rs. 15,975.00
(c) Pay of Class-1I1 Employees 10,483 x 3=Rs. 31,449.00
(d) Pay of Class-IV Employees 193 x 3=Rs. 579.00
Northern Zone 8,700 x 3= Rs. 25,130.00
(a) Pay of Class-I Officers 5,000 x 3=Rs. 15,000.00
(b) Pay of Class-II Officers 4,657 x 3=Rs. 13,971.00
(c) Pay of Class-Ill Employees 1,500x3= Rs. 4,500.00
(d) Pay of Class-IV Employees 1,05,000.00
69,000.00
South Western Zone 69,000.00
Eastern Zone 10,000 x 3. = Rs. 30.000.00
North Eastern Zone 4.09098.00
Reserve for the appointment
Contingent Expenditure
1.Stationery 500 x 3=Rs 1,500.00
2 P&T 1,500x3=Rs 4,500.00
3.House Rent for Zonal Officers 2,000 x 3=Rs 6,000.00
4.Maintenance and repair of Vehicles 5,000.00
5.Traveling Expenses 2,500 x 3=Rs 7.500.00
6.Reserve to meet emergency 10,000.00
7.Arrear Pay for April & May, 1971 3,985.00
for Northern Zone
8.Sub-Zonal Officers 25,000 x 3=Rs 75.000.00
Rs. 1.13,485.00
Grand Total Rs.  5.22,583.00
Annexure-V
Sub-zonal Offices:
1. Pay of Sub-zonal Administrators. 500.00
2. Pay of Adm. Officer. 400.00
3. Pay of Steno. 250.00
4. Pay of Office Asstt. 250.00
5. Pay of Peon. 150.00
6. Pay of Driver 150.00
7. Contingency. 300.00
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8. Transport
9. House Rent (Office)
Three for 10 Sub-zonal offices (two for each zone
Expenditure for three months will be :
Rs. 2,500.00 x 10 x 3

Annexure - VI
HEALTH DEPARTMENT

1. Staff pay @ Rs. 6,000.00 per months x 3
(Staff means medical, paramedical
& non-medical offices staff)

2. Establishment and contingency allowances
@ Rs. 2,500.00 per month x 3

3. Transport expenses (maintenance of vehicles)
@ 1,000.00 x 3

4. House rent for office purpose and
go down for medical store @ 1,500.00 x 3

5. Subsistence allowance and pay as per rules
for Govt. Servants opted form Bangladesh
from various branches of Health Department
(Medical. Para-medical, non-medical ministerial)
approximately 300 persons at an average of
Rs. 200.00 per person amounting to Rs. 300.00 x 200
Rs. 60,000.00 x 3

(Attempt is made to save this amount by sending three
staff elsewhere on deputation but they will be this
departments liability whenever returns, so there should
be provision in the budget.)

Annexure-VII

Relief Department.

. Pay of Relief Commissioner

. Pay of Dy. Relief Commissioner
. Pay of Staff officer (Relief)

Pay of Two Asstt.

Pay of One Acctt.

. Pay of Steno

N o R WL~

. Pay of typist

300.00
200.00
2,500.00

Rs. 75.000.00

18,000.00

7,500.00

3,000.00

4,500.00

=1,80,000.00

Total Rs. 2,13,000.00

500x3 = Rs. 1,500.00
500x3 = Rs. 1,500.00
500x3 = Rs. 1,500.00
300x2x3 = Rs. 1,800.00
300x3 = Rs. 900.00
300x3 = Rs. 900.00
250x3 = Rs. 750.00

82
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8. Payof TwoM. L. S. S 150 x 3 =Rs. 900.00
9. Block Provision for
Relief office 10,000.00 x Rs. 30,00,000.00

Total = Rs. 30,09,750.00

GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH.
DEPARTMENT OF PRESS, PUBLICITY & INFORMATION BROADCASTING.

1. Salary Rs. 17,770.00
Tapes @ 20 per month
2. @ Rs. 75/- each Rs. 1,500.00
3. Newspaper subscriptions Rs.  100.00
4. Casual Artists not included Rs. 1,000.00
5. Furniture hire Rs  .250.00
6. Instrument purchase Rs. 1,500.00
7. Stationery Rs  .300.00
8. Maintenance/ of Jeep Rs. 1,500.00
9. Miscellaneous & emergency Reserve Rs. 11,080.00
such as third transmission. House rent, Rs. 35,000.00
Drama production, increase of hour per month

of broadcasting and any other expenditure
For six months expenditure Rs. 35,000.00 x 6 =Rs. 2,10,000.00
(Rupees two lacs and ten thousand only)
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GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT
Memo. No. GA/ Dated........... 1971

1. In pursuance of a Cabinet decision to streamline the field administration, it has

1. South-East Zone (I)

. South-East Zone (II)

. East Zone

. North-East Zone (I)

. North-East Zone (I)

. North Zone

. West Zone

jurisdiction noted against each.

:H. Q. : Sabrum

: H. Q: Agratala

: H. Q. : Dharmanagar

: H. Q. : Dawki

:H. Q. tura

: H. Q. Coochbehar

: H. Q. : Balurghat

been decided to set-up the following Administrative Zones with Headquarters &

(i) Chittagong
(i1) Chittagong
Hill Tracts
(iii) Feni Sub-Dvn.
of Noakhali District.

(1) Dacca.

(i1) Coimilla.

(iii) Noakhali Dist, except
Feni Sub Division.

(i) Habiganj &
(i1) Moulvibazar Sub-Dvns.
of Sylhet District.

(i) Sadar & Sunamganj Sub-
Dvns. of Sylhet District.

(i) Mymensingh
(i) Tangail.

(i) Rangpur.
(i) Dinajpur

(i) Bogra.
(iii) Rajshahi.
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8. South-West Zone : H. Q. : Krishnanagar (i) Pabna.
(i1) Kushtia.
(iii) Faridpur
(iv)Jessore

9. South Zone : H. Q. : Barasat (i) Barisal.
(iij Patuakhali
(ii1) Khulna.

Note:

(1) The above Zonal Divisions have been made keeping in view that the people
from the places noted against each zone have largely moved into the areas near about
the Zonal Headquarters.

(2) It may also be kept in mind that people from a particular district might have
found their way into zones other than that in which that district is included. In such
cases, they will belong to the particular zone in which they have temporarily settled
themselves.

2. Zonal Administrative Council:

A Zonal Administrative Council will be established in each Zone.

Constitution of the Zonal Administrative Council:

(a) All M. N. As & M. P. As of the zone will be the members of the Zonal
Administrative Council.

(i) Ordinarily, an M. N. A. or M. P. A will belong to the zone in which his
district is included with a view to facilitating contact with maximum number
of people belonging to his constituency and greater participation in the
Liberation Struggle within his constituency.

(1) It is, however, left to the convenience and discretion of the M. N. A or M.
P. A to belong to a zone other than in which his constituency is included, in
case he feels that by doing so the objective as enunciated in the foregoing
para can be better achieved.

(ii1)) No M. N. A As & M. P.A shall be a member of more than one Zonal
Council.

(b) Each Zonal Council will be headed by a Chairman, selected by the members
of the Zonal Administrative Council from amongst themselves.

(c) The Zonal Administrative officer will be the Member-Secretary of the
Council.

(d) There shall be a Zonal Secretariat to discharge the functions of the
Administrative Council.
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3. Functions of the Zonal Administrative Council:

(a) The Zonal Council shall ensure the implementation of the Policy enunciated
by the Cabinet and will exercise Advisory & Political control over the Administrative.

(b) Zonal Council will maintain constant contact with our people and make them
feel the presence of Bangladesh Govt.

(¢) Zonal Administrative Council will undertake relief work for the evacuees
form Bangladesh in co-operation with local Administration and other local agencies.
They will also co-ordinate, organize and supervise the relief operations undertaken by
the Bangladesh Government.

(d) Zonal Council will keep watch on the Relief Camps and screen out
undesirable element/ infiltrators.

(e) The Council will provide logistic and Administrative support to the Youth
Camps.

(f) The Council will keep close liaison with the Sector Commander and ensure
close -co-operation.

(g) The Zonal Council will also take steps to set-up administrative machinery in
the liberated areas within the Zone.

(h) The Council shall meet at least once a month. The Member Secretary will
draw up the agenda of the meeting in consultation with the Chairman. At least a 5 day
notice shall be issued by Member-Secretary for convening the meeting of the
Council. Members may send proposals to be included in the meeting earlier to raise
important issues in the meeting under miscellaneous subject.

4. Sub-Committees of the Zonal Administrative Council:

(a) The Zonal Councils will ordinarily constitute the following Sub- Committees
to facilitate the discharge of its functions:

(a) Finance Sub-Committee
(b) Relief Sub-Committee

(¢) Health Sub-Committee
(d) Publicity Sub-Committee
(e) Education Sub-Committee

The Council may, however, if deemed necessary, constitute any other Sub-
Committees subject to the approval of the Establishment Branch of the Cabinet.

(b) Each Sub-committee shall consist of not less than 3 and not more than 7
members of the Zonal Administrative Council.

(e) The Members of the Sub-Committees will select a Chairman from amongst
themselves.



87
JIFANTCNT FIRTo! @ AleTeraids Qo =@

(d) The Zonal Officer representing the various departments will be the Member
Secretary of the Corresponding Sub-Committee.

5.Zonal Administrative Officer:

(a)Administrative set-up in each zone will be headed by a Zonal
Administrative Officer.

(b)The Zonal Administrative Officers will be appointed by the Government.

(c)The Zonal Administrative Officer, who will be the ex-officio Member-
Secretary of the Zonal Administrative Council, shall record the minutes of the
meetings of the Council.

(d)The Zonal Administrative Officers will co-ordinate the work of all the
Zonal Officers who shall be accountable to him.

(e)The Zonal Administrative Officer will keep close liaison with their local
counterparts & extend all necessary co-operation and assistance to them.

(f) He will be responsible for executing the policies adopted in the Zonal
Administrative Council.

6.Zonal Officers:

(a) Each Zone shall have: 1) One Zonal Health Officer
2) One Zonal Education Officer
3) One Zonal Relief Officer
4) One Zonal Engineer
5) One Zonal Police Officer
6) One Zonal Information Officer

7) One Zonal Accounts Officer

(b) Zonal Officers will be appointed by the respective Departments of the Govt. and
will be deputed to work in the Zones.

7. Finance:

(a) Financial matters in each zone will be managed by the Zonal Finance Sub-
Committee.

(b) The Finance Sub-Committee shall consist of 5 members. The Chairman of
the Zonal Administrative Council and the Zonal Administrative Officer shall
be ex- officio member of the Finance Sub-Committee and the rest three
members will be selected by the Council from among its members.

(c) Fund shall be operated through a Bank Account, Joint Account will be
opened in the names of all the members of the Finance Sub-Committee and the
same will be operated in the following manner:
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Cheques will be issued by the Zonal Administrative Officer and will be
countersigned by the Chairman of the Zonal Administrative Council or in his
absence by any one of the other members of the Finance Committee.

(d) Necessary Funds will be released by the Govt. on monthly basis specifying
allocations under each head of expenditure. Expenditure cannot be exceeded
in any head without prior sanction of the Government.

(e) The Zonal Accounts Officer will maintain proper accounts in accordance
with the General Financial Rules of the Government.

(f) The Accounts shall be audited at least once a month by the Auditor
appointed by the Finance Department. A fortnightly statement of accounts
shall be sent to the Finance Department to be placed before the Cabinet.

Sd/ Tajuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister.
Memo. No. GA/810/345 Dated 27.7.1971
Distribution:
1) M.N. A & M. P. A (All)
2) Head of Bangladesh Mission, Calcutta.
3) Secretaries (All)

4) Inspector General of Police.
5) Relief Commissioner.
6) Director General, Health Services.

7 Officer-On-Special Duty, Law & parliamentary Affairs.
8) Chief Engineer.

9) Zonal Administrative Officers (All)

10)  Private Secretaries (AH)

11) A. D. C to Commander -in-Chief.

(K. Ahmed)
Dy. Secretary.
General Administration Department.
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GOVT. OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF CONTROL, YOUTH CAMPS

ORDER

Mr. M. Bakitullah, Principal, Rajshahi Cadet College, is appointed to act as Director,
Youth Camp, Western Sector (Zone-1) until further order.

This order shall come into force with effect from 28th July, 1971.
The appointment is made in the interest of public service.

He will receive instructions regarding location of his office and other necessary
orders from the Director, Headquarters, Youth Camp.

(M. YUSUF ALI)
Chairman,

Board of Control, Youth Camps

Memo, No. Est/BD/YC/5(22) Dated 28/7/71
Copy to :-
(1) Mr. Bakitullah, Director, Youth Camp, Western Sector (Zone-1) for

2

information and necessary action.

Commander-in-Chief, Bangladesh Armed Forces, Govt, of the Peoples'
Republic of Bangladesh.

(3 Head of the Bangladesh Mission.

“)

5

(6)

(N
(®)

©)

Secretary, Finance Deptt/ Home Deptt./ Foreign Affairs/ Board of Control.
Youth Camp / G. A. Deptt. Govt. of the People's Republic of Bangladesh.

Administrator, Eastern Zone, Agartala Govt. of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh.

Office on Special Duty, Engg. Deptt./ Police Govt. of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh.

Relief Commissioner, Govt. of the People's Republic of Bangladesh.

Director General, Health services, Govt. of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh.

P. S. to President/Prime Minister/Foreign Minister/Home Minister/Finance
Minister.

(M. YUSUF ALI)
Chairman,

Board of Control, Youth Camps
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MINUTES AND DECISION OF THE CABINET MEETING HELD ON 29.7.71

The Cabinet decided that no subsistence allowance or pension would be paid to
the employees of the Govt. or autonomous bodies, teachers and other categories.

It was decided to set-up administrative machinery in free zones. The problems
raced in connection with running such administration would be studied and their
outstanding problems resolved.

An Enquiry Commission composed of Mr. A. Hannan, Mr. J. G. Bhowmick and
Mr. S. Barua would be constituted with Mr. Barua as Member-Secretary to probe into
various allegations regarding submission of accounts of Bangladesh money and other
resources.

The Cabinet also decided to arrange office accommodation for the secretariat
outside the present premises.

Regarding the Boarders of the Present building, it was decided that they would be
accommodated elsewhere.

In view of the special work of the people connected with broadcasting, it was
decided to arrange accommodation for them officially.

Cabinet Secretary.
Copy to all PSs to the President and Ministers.
Cabinet Secretary.
Confidential.
MINUTES AND DECISION OF THE CABINET MEETING HELD ON 29.7.71

All the Members of the Cabinet were present. Professor Yousuf Ali was specially
invited for the meeting.

The Cabinet considered the report of relief and rehabilitation and Youth Camps
submitted by Prof. Yousuf Ali.

It was decided that a time should be fixed for lunching the young men trained in
the Youth Camps. Some of the Camps would be closed down, on the basis of merits
and the rest of the existing camps should be run properly.

Regarding relief, it was decided that no relief would be given from the liaison
office and that the authority for distribution of relief would be delegated to the Zonal
Councils who would consider special cases on the basis of the merits.

It was further decided that proposals for a service Corpse of War-on-Want
scheme should be placed before the Cabinet for approval.

Cabinet Secretary.
Copy to All PSs to the President and Ministers and Prof. Yousuf Ali

Cabinet Secretary.
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(1) Youth Camps-Receptions Camps should be maintained by Bangladesh Govt.;
(2) Zonal Administration and Zonal Council.

(3) Training Camps and trained guerrillas Problems.

(4) Psy, Warfare cell.

(5) Information and Broadcasting problems.

(6) Defense Affairs-Secy.

(7) Accommodation-This house will be Defense H. Q. Cabinet will function here.
No interview here. Secretariat will be housed in a separate place.

MINUTES AND DECISION OF THE CABINET MEETING HELD ON 9.8.71

The Cabinet decided that the Reception Camps for youth should be maintained
by the Bangladesh Government.

It was decided that the new Zonal Administration and the Zonal Councils would
be established without further delay.

The problems of the training Camps and of the trained boys were specially
considered by the Cabinet. The establishment of a psychological Warfare cell was
considered to the urgently necessary. The Problems of Information and Broadcasting
were also taken note of.

It was decided that Mr. A. Samad, Formerly D. C., Sylhet, be appointed as
Secretary to the Ministry of Defense affairs.

The problems being faced at the present headquarters building were specially
noted, and it was decided that the present premises would be utilized only to house the
Ministry of Defense. The Cabinet would also function at the present site but no
interview would be allowed there. Regarding the Secretariat, it was decided that a
separate building be arranged to accommodate the Secretarial offices.

Cabinet Secretary.
Copy to all PSs to the President and Ministers.

Cabinet Secretary.
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Confidential.

August 13. 1971

It has been decided that all Secretaries to the Government of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh will meet at least once a week for the purpose of Inter-

departmental co-ordination and briefing. The Prime Minister himself will preside over

these weekly meetings. I suggest that the meetings be held on every Monday at 9-00

A. M.

No. 19(7)-Cab. dt. 13.8.71

To: 1. Secretary, foreign Affairs.
2.

N v kW

Secretary, Defense,
Secretary, Finance,
Secretary, G. A
Secretary, Home,

Secretary, Health

PS to the Prime Minister.

(H. T. IMAM)
Cabinet Secretary.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
ORDER

Dated August 16, 1971

Government have been pleased to appoint a Commission to enquire into the
quantum of Monetary and other resources brought over from the occupied Zones of
Bangladesh and to suggest proper utilization thereof.

The Commission will consist of the following:

1. Mr. A Hannan Choudhury Chairman
2. Mr. J. G Bhowmick Member
3. Mr. S. Barua Member-Secy.

The terms of reference of the Commission will be:

(a) To enquire into the problems relating to the transfer of each and other
resources to safer areas;

(b) to report on the total amount of monetary and other resources brought from
the occupied Zones;

(c) to report on the total quantum of resources, including cash, handed over to
the Government;

and,

(d) to suggest ways and means to ensure public accountability in respect of the
resources, both cash and kind, transferred out of occupied Zones.

The Commission will submit their report to the Cabinet as early as possible.
Sd/- H. T. IMAM.
Cabinet Secretary.
Memo No. 135 (25)/Cab dated 16.9.71

Copy to Mr. A Hannan Choudhury, Secretary, Judiciary, C/O. District Magistrate,
Malda,

(H. T. IMAM)

Cabinet Secretary.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF
BANGLADESH
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT.

No. GA/1105 Dated August 21, 1971
Order

Mr. Sanat Kumar Saha, Senior Lecturer in Economics, Rajshahi University is
appointed to act as Economist in the Planning Cell in addition to his own duties, until
further orders.

The appointment is made in the interest of public service.
The order shall come into force with immediate effect.

By order of the Government
of
the People's Republic of
Bangladesh

SD/- M. NOORUL
QUADER)
Secretary, G. A Deptt.

Memo No. GA/1105 (10) dt. 21.8.71
Copy to :

(1)Mr. Sanat Kumar Saha, for information and necessary action. He will draw a
monthly salary of Rs. 500.00, the maximum amount admissible to a Class I officer as
per Cabinet decision.

(2)Secretary........
(3)Member, Planning Cell.

(4)Private Secretary to Prime Minister.

(M. NOORUL QUADER)
Secretary
General Administration Deptt
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Memo No. 31 (6) Cab Dated August 21, 1971

Order of the Prime Minister on the Cabinet Secretary's note dated 16.8.71 (Memo
No. 21 (6) Cab, dated 16.8.71) is re-produced below for favor of information and
guidance of all concerned.

All Secretaries:

(H. T. IMAM
Cabinet Secretary

Order of the Prime Minister.

"The Ministry concerned should clearly identify the problems which should require
Cabinet decision for their solution. A problem will go to the Cabinet only when the
competences of the Minister-in charge will be exhausted calling for policy decision after
group discussion. Therefore, in transmitting on item for Cabinet discussion approval of
the Minister concerned must of necessity be obtained. Sending of a complete file to the
Cabinet Secretariat for picking up problems is an absurdity and must therefore be
shunned."

Sd/- T. AHMED
16.8.71

Confidential. Most Urgent
August 13, 1971

The next meeting of the Cabinet is scheduled to be held on 16.8.71. You are
requested to please send your working papers for the meeting by 14th evening.

(H. T. MAM
Cabinet Secretary
13.8.71

No. 18 (6)-Cab. Dt 13.8.71
To, 1. Secretary, Foreign Affairs,

2. Secretary, Defense,
Secretary, Finance
Secretary, G. A

Secretary, Home,

A

Secretary, Health
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As desired by the Prime Minister, the meeting of the Secretaries for
interdepartmental briefing and co-ordination will be held every Monday at 9-00 A. M.
in the office- Chamber of the Prime Minister, unless otherwise specified.

The Prime Minister himself will preside over this meeting. All Secretaries will
please arrange their appointments keeping in view the importance attached to this
meeting by the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister also desires that every department
will place before this meeting a brief resume of their activities covering the work
under review.

(H. T. IMAM)
Cabinet Secretary.

No.. .. Cab. Dated Aug. 19, 1971
To:

All Secretaries,
PS to the Acting President,
PS to the Prime Minister

MINUTES AND DECISIONS OF THE SECRETARIES MEETING HELI)
ON MONDAY AUGUST 23, 1971

The Prime Minister presided.

The following Secretaries attended the meeting:
Secretary, Foreign Affairs,

Secretary, Defense,

Secretary, Finance

Secretary, G. A

5. Cabinet Secretary,

Cal o

The Foreign Secretary gave a resume of the activities of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs over the post few weeks. He also reported the following:

(a) So far 22 officers and 80 members of the staff of various Pakistani Missions
abroad have declared their allegiance to the Govt. of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh.

b) The younger elements of the Pakistani Foreign Service (from Bangladesh) are
now much warmer to our cause than before;

(c) The large scale defection of civilian career officers of the Pakistani Missions
abroad has completely shaken Pakistan Govt. and as a result, they are making a
number of changes in diplomatic assignments.
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(d) The Iranian Government is now deeply involved on the Pakistani side:

(e)Our delegation sent to Ceylon is doing good work, Delegation for Afghanistan
and Nepal are leaving in a day or two.

The Foreign Secretary also explained the public support that our cause is gaining
in countries as Japan. Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand.

The PM was pleased to sum up the discussion. He explained the need for regular
meetings of the Secretaries for the purpose of inter-departmental briefing and co-
ordination. He also desired that reports should be circulated by the various
departments and placed before the co-ordination meeting.

The Prime Minister elaborated the present political problems of Pakistan and
desired that the Ministry of foreign Affairs should make a study and submits their
report immediately, keeping in view the following facts. :

1. Multiple forces acting in Pakistan;
Present political unrest in Pakistan (West) and the role of the smaller parties:

2

3. Recent statement of Khan Wali Khan:

4. Arrest of Mahmudul Haq Usmani, Poet Ayaz, G. M. Syed etc;
5

Air Marshal Asghar Khan's Statement demanding open trial for Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman;

6. Recent statement of Mr. Ayub Khuro placing all the blames on Bhutto for
the Present catastrophy;

7. Victory of Bhutto in the General Election assured by the Army (his showing
in the cantonment areas):

8. Signs of emergence of the rightist parties in Pakistan:

©

Present problems faced by Yahya.
The following decisions were taken in the meetings:

1. All the departmental Secretaries will prepare their reports on the activities
of their departments and send them to the Cabinet Secretary, latest by every
Saturday (so that they can be placed before the Secretaries meeting on following
Monday.)

2. Secretaries will also send their reports for discussion and decision in co-
ordination meeting to the Cabinet Secretary, latest by every Saturday.

3. The meeting will be held every Monday at 9-00 A. M. in the Prime
Minister's Chamber.

(H. T. IMAM)
Cabinet Secretary.
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CONFIDENTIAL
Dear Sir,

It appears that for want of proper co-operation with other departments of the
People's Republic of Bangladesh, the Information and Publicity Department is
experiencing great difficulties in giving due publicity to the activities of the
Government.

It will be highly appreciated if you very kindly instruct the respective
departmental heads to maintain contact and liaison with the Director of Information
and Publicity to enable him to channelize and publicize readily all kinds of
statements, handouts, press releases, and reactions that may be made out from time to
time by you,

Thanking you,

Yours Faithfully
(ABDUL MANNAN)
M. N. A In-Charge
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF HOME, INTERIOR AFFAIRS, RELIEF AND
REHABILITATION

Mujibnagar,

August 23,

1971

This is to certify that Mr. Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury, M. P. A. and a member of

the Bangladesh liberation Movement and also a member of the Central Committee of

Relief and Rehabilitation, Government of Bangladesh, is proceeding to U. S. A,

Europe and Far East in connection with some important works of the Government of

Bangladesh. He may kindly be accorded all possible help and facilities which he

needs in discharging his duties and for his stay there and for his return also to
Mujibnagar via India.

(A. H. M. QAMARUZZAMAN)
Minister for Home, Interior
Affairs, Relief and Rehabilitation.
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Enclosed please find a copy of my office order dated 20.7-71 circulated to
various functionaries in the Eastern Zone regarding authorization of payments and
maintenance of accounts. I hope this has the approval of the Ministry of Finance
(Copy of this order was forwarded to the Finance Secretary on 28-7-71)

(H. T. IMAM)
Cabinet Secretary
23.8.71

No. 37(3)/Cab Date: 23-8-71

To:
1. Minister for Finance.
2. Secretary, Finance
3. Secretary Defense

I gather that the accounts of the Zonal Administration and the Youth Camp
Directorate have been lumped together. It has been very clearly mentioned by me earlier
that the budgets for these 2 agencies are separate. The Finance Minister has approved the
Zonal Administration budget involving an expenditure of Rs. 2, 42,121.00. He has
allowed an expenditure of Rs. 10, 00,000.00 for the Youth Camp Directorate. The
accounts for these 2 have to be kept distinctly separate. Mr. A. K. Choudhury will please
hand over the accounts of the Zonal Administration to Mr. P. C Bhowmic who is the
Accountant for the Zonal Administrator's office. Mr. Bhowmic will be responsible for
maintaining all accounts in connection with the Zonal Administration. He will work
under the supervision of the Deputy Secretary (Admn.) and the Administrative Officer.
The A. O. will ensure that accounts are kept properly and head-wise. The DS will
regularly check the cash book.

Mr. A. K. Choudhury will maintain accounts of the Youth Camp and related
expenses. I have already submitted proposal to the Government for sanction of the post of
CA and his appointment thereto. Till this is done, he will continue to work on an ad-hoc
basis.

I have prepared and submitted to the Ministry of Finance budgets for the following:

Estimated annual
expenditure.

1. Budget estimate for the Zonal office
(Already approved by Finance Minister) Rs. 2,08,475.00
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2. Supplementary- budget for Zonal Rs.  33,646.00
Administration (approved in principle).
3. Supplementary budget for addl. posts for

the Zonal Office. Rs. 5100000
4. Budget for sub-Zonal Office Rs. 2,40,000.00
5. Budget for TA & DA : Rs. 17,000.00
6. Budget for allowance of MNAs/MPAs Rs 3.00.000.00
7. Budget for "Zonal Council: Rs 40.200.00
8. Budget for the Directorate of Youth

s Rs.  65,200.00

Camp (Head Office) i
9. Budget for subsistence allowance Rs.  Actuals
10. Budget for Transport Directorate Rs 1.44.400.00
11.Budget for Internal Security Scheme: Rs. 1,44,400.000

Of the above budgets, only Nos. 1 & 2 i. e those in respect of the Zonal

Administration arc approved, Emergent expenditures being incurred in connection
with other budgetary heads are subject to approval by the Minister of Finance.

While incurring expenditures we should follow 3 broad policies:

The approved budget of the Zonal Administration should be strictly followed
head-wise.

The budget of the Youth Camp should be followed as envisaged in the schemes
itself.

Unavoidable and emergent expenditures in connection with the Mukti Bahini
may be incurred by raising debits against the Ministry of Defense. Those
expenditures will include items like transports for the Mukti Bahini, Hospital
expenses, such as blood transfusion, diet etc. burial of the dead bodies, assistance
to the widows of the martyrs etc. All these expenses should be certified by either
the Chief of Staff or an officer authorized by him. While incurring these
expenditures we are guided by the principle that all our efforts must be defense
oriented and as such the expenditures in connection with the Mukti Bahini should
be given top priority. The Zonal Council, in an earlier meeting also adopted a
resolution to the effect that a sum of Rs. 2, 00,000.00 be kept apart for the Mukti
Bahini. I have also moved the Government for making a block provision for Rs.
2, 00,000.00 for 3 months for the Mukti Bahini in the Eastern Zone.

Sd/- H. T. IMAM

Zonal Administrator
Eastern Zone
28.7.71
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GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MINISTRY OF HOME & INTERIOR AFFAIRS.

NOTICE

1. A meeting of the M. N. As and M. P. As for constitution of Zonal
Administrative Council shall be held on September 5, 1971 at 11 A. M. in respective
Zonal Council Headquarters simultaneously.

2. The M. N. As / M. P. As present will choose one from amongst them to
preside over the said meeting.

3. The proceedings minutes of the meeting would be recorded by the ex officio
Member Secretary of the Zonal Administrative Council and shall be communicated to
the Cabinet immediately (within 24 hours) after the meeting.

4. All M. N. A and M. P. As are requested to contact the Ministry of Home
Affairs of the respective Zonal Administrative Officers for ascertaining the exact
venue of the meeting.

(A. H. M. Kamaruzzaman)

Minister
for Home & Interior Affairs.

Memo No. HM/43(400) Dated 25th August, 1971

Copy forwarded lo:-

1) Mr. Abdul Hamid M. N. A
2. The Zonal Administrative Officer,

. . . Zone
for information and favor of necessary action,

(A. H. M. Kamaruzzaman)

Minister
for Home & Interior Affairs

GOVT. OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION DEPARTMENT

ORDER

1. In pursuance of a Cabinet decision to streamline the field Administration it
has been decided to set-up the following Administrative Zone with
Headquarters & jurisdiction noted against each.
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1. SOUTH-EAST ZONE (1)

2. SOUTH-EAST ZONE (II)

3. EAST ZONE

4. NORTH-EAST ZONE (i)

5. NORTH-EAST ZONE (II)

6. NORTH ZONE

7. WEST ZONE

8. SOUTH-WEST ZONE

9. SOUTH ZONE

H.Q. Sabrum

H. Q. Agartala

H. Q. Dharmanagar

H. Q. : Dawki

H. Q. Tura

H. Q. Coochbehar

H. Q. Balurghat

H. Q. Krishnanagar

H. Q. Barasat

i) Chittagong
ii) Chittagong Hill Tracts.
iii) Feni Sub-Dvn. of

Noakhali District.

i) Dacca.

ii) Comilla

iii) Noakhali Dist. Except
Feni Sub Division.

i) Habiganj & Moulvibazar
Sub-Dvns. of Sylhet District.

i) Sadar & Sunamganj
Sub-Dvns. of SylhetDistrict.

i) Mymensingh
ii) Tangail

i) Rangpur.

i) Dinajpur.
ii) Bogra.
iii) Rajshahi.

i) Pabna.

ii) Kushtia.
iii) Faridpur.
iv) Jessore

i) Barisal.
i1) Patuakhali.
iii) Khulna

NOTE: (1) The above Zonal Divisions have been made keeping in view that the
people from the places noted against each zone have largely moved into
the areas near about the zonal Headquarters.

(2) It may also be kept in mind that people from a particular district might
have found their way into zones other than that in which that district is
included. In such cases, they will belong to the particular zone in which
they have temporarily settled themselves.

2. ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL:
A Zonal Administrative Council will be established in each zone.
CONSTITUTION OF THE ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL:

(a) All M. N. As & M. P. As of the zone will be the members of the Zonal
Administrative Council.

(i) Ordinarily, or M. N. As & M. P. will belong to the zone in which is district
is included with a view to facilitating contact with maximum number of

people
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belonging to his constituency and greater participation in the Liberation
Struggle within his constituency.

(i1) Itis, however, left to the convenience and discretion of the M. N. As or M.
P. to belong to a zone other than in which his constituency is included, in
case he feels that by doing so the objective as enunciated in the foregoing
para can be better achieved.

(ii1) No M. N. As or M. P. As shall be a member of more than one Zonal
Council.

(b) Each Zonal Council will be headed by a Chairman, selected by the
members of the Zonal Administrative Council from amongst themselves.

(c) The Zonal Administrative Officer will be the Member-Secretary of the
Council.

(d) There shall be a Zonal Secretarial to discharge the functions of the
Administrative Council.

3. FUNCTION OF THE ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL:

(a) The Zonal Council shall ensure the implementation of the Policy
enunciated by the Cabinet and will exercise Advisory & Political control
over the administration.

(b) Zonal Council will maintain constant contact with our people and make
them feel the presence of Bangladesh Govt.

(c) Zonal Administrative Councils will undertake relief work for the evacuees
from Bangladesh in co-operation with local administration and other local
agencies. They will also co-ordinate, organize and supervise the relief
operations undertaken by the Bangladesh Government.

(d) Zonal Council will keep watch on the Relief Camps and screen out
undesirable elements/infiltrators.

(e) The Council will provide logistic and administrative support to the Youth
Camps.

(f) The Council will keep close liaison with the Sector Commander and ensure
close co-operation.

(g) The Zonal Council will also take steps to set-up administrative machinery
in the liberated areas within the Zone.

(h) The Council shall meet at least once a month. The Members Secretary will
draw up the agenda of the meeting in consultation with the Chairman. At
least it 5-day notice shall be issued by Member-Secretary for convening
the meeting of the Council. Members may send proposals to be included in
the meeting earlier to raise important issues in the meeting under
miscellaneous subject.
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4. SUB-COMMITTEES OF THE ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

The Zonal Councils will ordinarily constitute the following Sub-Committees
to facilitate the discharge of its functions:

(a) Finance Sub-Committee
(b) Relief Sub-Committee

(c) Health Sub-Committee
(d) Publicity Sub-Committee
(e) Education Sub-Committee

The Council may, however, if deemed necessary, constitute any other
Sub- Committees subject to the approval of the Establishment Branch of the
Cabinet.

Each Sub-Committee shall consist of not less than 3 and not more than 7
members of the Zonal Administrative Council.

The Members of the Sub-Committee will select a Chairman from amongst
themselves.

The Zonal Officer representing the various departments will be the Member-
Secretary of the corresponding Sub-Committee.

5. ZONAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

®

Administrative set-up in each zone will be headed by a Zonal Administrative
Officer.

The Zonal Administrative Officer will be appointed by the Government.

The Zonal Administrative Officer, who will be the ex-officio Member-
Secretary of the Zonal Administrative Council, shall record the minutes of
the meetings of the Council.

The Zonal Administrative Officer will co-ordinate the work of all the Zonal
Officers who shall be accountable to.

The Zonal Administrative Officers will keep close liaison with their local
counterparts & extend all necessary co-operation and assistance to them.

He will be responsible for executing the policies adopted in the Zonal
Administrative Council.

6. ZONAL OFFICERS:

(a)

Each Zone shall have:

1) One Zonal Health Officer

2) One Zonal Education Officer
3) One Zonal Relief Officer



106
AFNRCT TR @ Afrereics QoI =i

4) One Zonal Engineer.
5) One Zonal Police Officer
6) One Zonal Information Officer

7) One Zonal Accounts Officer

(b) Zonal Officers will be appointed by the respective Departments of the Govt,

and will be deputed to work in the Zones.

7. FINANCE:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)

®

Financial matters in each zone will be managed by the Zonal Finance Sub-
Committee.

The Finance Sub-Committee shall consist of 5 members. The Chairman of
the Zonal Administrative Council and the Zonal Administrative Officer
shall be ex-officio member of the Finance Sub-Committee and the rest
three members will be selected by the Council from among its members.

Fund shall be operated through a Bank Account. Joint Account will be
opened in the names of all the members of the Finance Sub-Committee and
the same will be operated in the following manner:

Cheques will be issued by the Zonal Administrative Officer and will
be countersigned by the Chairman of the Zonal Administrative Council or
in his absence by any one of the other members of the Finance Committee.

Necessary Funds will be released by the Govt. on monthly basis specifying
allocations under each head of expenditure. Expenditure cannot be
exceeded in any head without prior sanction of the Government.

The Zonal Accounts Officer will maintain proper accounts in accordance
with the General Financial Rules of the Government.

The Accounts shall be audited at least once a month by the Auditor
appointed by the Finance Department. A Fortnightly statement of accounts
shall be sent to the Finance Department to be placed before the Cabinet.

Sd/- Tajuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister.
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In its meeting held on May 16.9.1971 the Cabinet approved the Gallantry Award
Scheme submitted by the C-in-C. Now that relevant Cabinet decision is being
circulated, the Prime Minister desires that the Gallantry Award Scheme itself be
incorporated in the Cabinet minutes and decisions.

I would request the C-in-C to kindly send the Gallantry Award Scheme for
necessary action

(H. T. Imam)
Cabinet Secretary.

28.8.71

CONFIDENTIAL.
Memo No. 544/Cab.
Copy to the Secretary, Defense.

Dated August 28, 1971

(H. T. Imam)
Cabinet Secretary.

28.8.71
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BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THREE MONTHS FOR THE DIRECTORATE

OF YOUTH CAMP

Commencing from 1.9.1971

(A)RECURRING:
i) Pay of Class I Officers:
6 (six) Directors @ Rs. 500 x 6 x 3
13 (Thirteen) Dy. Directors @ 500 x 13 x 3
II) Pay of Class II Officers:

14 (Fourteen) Staff Officers @ Rs. 400 x 14 x 3

[IHPay of Class III Staff:

30 (Thirty) Class III Staff @ Rs. 300 x 30 x 3
IV)Pay of Class IV Staff:

20 (Twenty) Class IV Staff @ Rs. 150 x 20 x 3

B)T.A&D.AL.S)
(C)Stationery @ Rs. 5,000.00 p. m. x 3
(D) Contingency @ Rs. 2,000.00 p. m. x 3

Total
(E) NON-RECURRING:

I) Furniture

ID) 20 type-Writers

III) Office fitting etc. (Misc.)

Iv) Cyclostyle machine for H/Qs.
(F)Office Accommodation for H/Qs @ Rs. 2,000/- p. m. x 3
Residential accommodation

Rs. 9,000.00

Rs. 19,500.00
Rs. 16,800.00
Rs 27,000.00
Rs. 9,000.00

Rs, 81,300.00
Rs. 82,000.00
Rs. 15,000.00
Rs. 6,000.00

Rs. 1.84,300.00
Rs.  20,000.00
Rs.  52,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
Rs. 3,000.00
Rs. 78,000.00
Rs. 6,000.00
Rs 16.500.00
Rs. 22,500.00
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(G)TRANSPORT:

I) Cost of purchase of 8 Nos. Jeep @ Rs
25,000/- each x 8

II)  Maintenance cost Rs. 20/-p. m. x 10 x 3
IIDHP. O. L cost for 10 Nos. Rs. 500 x 10 x 3
(H)Misc. Expenditure.

Unforeseen expenses 2 % overall exp.
GRAND TOTAL OF RECURRING AND
NON-RECURRING EXPENSES

109

Rs. 2,00,000.00

Rs. 600.00
Rs.  15,000.00
Rs. 12,510.00

Rs. 5.12.910.00
Sd/- S. R. Mirza

Director. H.Qs, Youth Camp.

BUDGET ESTIMATE FOR 3 MONTHS FOR THE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, DEFENCE MINISTRY.

COMMENCING FROM 1.9.71.

Defense Ministry estimates for 3 months from 1.9.71 to 31.11.71 envisages a
total expenditure of Rs. 5, 86,370.00 inclusive of Youth Camps. It consists of Part I

for Defense Ministry and Part II for Youth Camps.

Total recurring and non-recurring expenditure for the period, part wise is given

below :-

Ministry Proper (Part-1)

Youth Camp (Part-II)

Total

Major heads of Expenditure (Part-I)
(I) Administrative Charges
(I) Store requirement and stationeries
(IT) Other contingent expenditure

Recurring  Rs. 33,300.00
Non-Recurring Rs. 40.160.00
Total Rs. 73,460.00
Recurring  Rs. 1,84,300.00
Non-Recurring Rs. 3,28.610.00

Rs. 5,12,910.00

Rs. 28,500.00
Rs. 18,860.00
RS. 26,100.00
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FOR THE MONTH EXPENDITURE APPENDIX III
FOR 3 MONTHS
1. Subscription of Rs.  200/00 Rs. 600.00
all daily Newspapers
(Bengali & English)
Weekly papers &
Journals
(Indian & Foreign).
Quarterly & Monthly
Journals etc. Rs.  200/00 Rs.  6,000.00
2. Printing of Pamphlets
for Propaganda
purposes etc. Rs. 6,500.00 Rs. 19.500.00
3. Other contingent Rs. 26,100/00
expenditure
APPENDIX-I
S1 Name of the | Numbe Pay Pay for one Pay for three Remarks
No. Post r month month
1 Secretary 1 Rs.500.00 Rs. 500/00 Rs. 1,500/00
2 Dy. Secretary 2 Rs. 500/00  Rs. 1,000/00 Rs.  3000/00
3 Under 3 Rs. 500/00  Rs. 1500/00 Rs. 4,500/00
Secretary
4 Publicity 1 Rs. 400/00  Rs. 400/00 Rs. 1,200/00
Advisor
5 Staff Officer 4 Rs. 350/00  Rs. 1,400/00 Rs. 4,2 00/00
6 Stenographer 3 Rs. 300/00 Rs. 900/00 Rs. 2,700/00
7 Accountant 1 Rs. 250/00 Rs.  250/00 Rs.  750/00
8 Office Asstt. 3 Rs. 300/00  Rs. 900/00 Rs. 2,700/00
9 Peon 4 Rs. 150/00 Rs.  600/00 Rs. 1,8 00/00
10 Traveling - -
allowances
for the Rs. 2,000/00 Rs.  6,000/-
Officers @ Rs. 28,350/00
Rs. 2000/0 Say- Rs. 28.500/00
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Organisation: DIRECTORATE OF YOUTH CAMP
(Proposed staff allocation )
oFEZ 22
Name of Officer c BEg | E Remarks
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1) Board of Control, Youth Camp
2) Chairman/ Secretary
3) Director, H/Q, Y C

4) Director. W/S Zone-1.

5) Director . W/S, Zone -11

6) Director. N/S

7) Director. E/S-1

8) Director, E/ S- 11

9) Dy . Director (H Q) Training
10) Dy Director (II Qs), Supply
11) Dy .Director ,24 Pgs .

12) Dy .Director ,Nadia

13) Dy Director Murshidabad
14) Dy .Director .Malda

15) Dy Director , West Dinajpur
16) Dy . Director . Coochbehar
17) Dy Director , KH & J Hills.
18) Dy Director , Garo Hills
19) Dy. Director, Karimganj

20) Dy .Director , Agartalla
21) Dy . Director , Sabrum

—_—
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—
Ju—
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Staff officer 1 for Admn, Ifor
Finance, 6 for f ield work.
(For Malda. West Dinajpur,
Jalpaiguri and Coochbehar).
(For 24 Pgs, Madia
&Murshidaba)

(For Assam -Meghalaya)
(For Tripura)

(For Tripura)

(Under Director H/ Qs , YC
--do -

} Under Director, W/ S Zone - 11

} Under Director, W/S Zone-1.

}Under Director .Northern
Sector

} Under Director-1 & II Easten

Sector
Sd/- S R. MIRZA, Director.
H/Qs, Youth Camp.
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CONSOLIDATED BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THREE MONTHS OF

THE DIRECTORATE OF YOUTH CAMPS.

FROM 1.9.71.

RECURRING A)
B)
®
D)

NON-RECURRING E)
F)
G)
H)

Total

Rs.  81.300/00
Rs. 82,000/00
Rs.  15,000/00
Rs.  6.000/00
Rs. 1,84,300/00
Rs.  78,000/00
Rs.  22,500/00
Rs. 2,15,600/00
Rs. 12.510/00

Rs. 3,28,610/00

GRAND TOTAL OF RECURRING & NON-RECURRING EXP. Rs.

5,12,910/00

Say Rupees Five lac twelve thousand nine hundred and ten only.

Sd/- S. R. MIRZA

Director, H/Qs. Youth Camp.
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GOVT. OF THE PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF BANGLADESH
MUJIBNAGAR
Memo No. Dated September 4, 1971.
ORDER

In pursuance of the Cabinet decision of the Government of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh, Mr. Abdul Khaleque is appointed to act as Secretary, Home
Department with immediate effect.

The appointment is made in the interest of public service.

Sd/- Tajuddin Ahmed,
Prime Minister.
49.71.

Memo No. Dated September 4, 1971

Copy to (1) Mr. Abdul Khaleque, Inspector-General of Police, Government of
the People's Republic of Bangladesh for information and necessary action. He will
continue to organise the Police Force of Bangladesh as Inspector-General of Police
until further orders.

Memo No. GA/ Sd/- Tajuddin Ahmed,
Copy to: - Prime Minister.
49.71.

Dated Sept. 6, 1971.

1. Mr. Abdul Khaleque, Inspector-General of Police, Govt, of the People's
Republic Bangladesh for information and necessary action.

Copy for information to: -

2. Mr. Mahbubul Alam, Secretary, Foreign Affairs.
3. Mr. A. Samad, Secretary, Defense.

4. Mr. K.A. Zaman, Secretary, Finance Department.

5. Mr. H.T. Imam, Secretary, Cabinet Division.
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6. Dr. T. Hossain, Secretary, Health & Welfare Division.
7. Mr. Emdad Ali, Chief Engineer.

8. Mr. J.G. Bhowmik, Relief Commissioner.

9. Mr. S.R. Mirza, Director, H.Q., Youth Camp.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.

Mr. Silabrata Barua, O.S.D., Law & Parliamentary Affairs.

Mr. S.A. Samad, Zonal Administrative Officer, South East Zone.
Mr. K.R. Amed, Zonal Administrative Officer, South East Zone.
Dr. K.A. Hasan, Zonal Administrative Officer, East Zone.

Mr. S.H. Choudhury, Zonal Administrative Officer, North East Zone.
Mr. Lutfur Rahman, Zonal Administrative Officer, East Zone-1.
Mr. Fayezuddin Ahmed, Zonal Administrative Officer, North Zone.
Mr. A. Kashem, Zonal Administrative Officer, West Zone.

Mr. Shamsul Huq, Zonal Administrative Officer, South West Zone.
Mr. A. Momin, Zonal Administrative Officer, South Zone.

Mr. Quazi Lutful Haque, P.S. to the President.

Dr. Faruque Aziz, P.S. to Prime Minister.

Mr. Saadat Hossain, P.S. to Finance Minister.

Mr. Kamal Siddique, P.S. to Foreign Minister.

Mr. B.B. Biswas, P.S. to Home Minister.

Establishment Branch of G.A. Department.

(H.T. Imam)
Secretary,
General Adminis